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Utah running
back Quinton
Ganther rushes
122 yards
against BYU on
Saturday in Salt
Lake City. Utah
beat BYU, 52-21,

\end a hand to
\quake victims

to go 11-0 for the

Utah routs BYU
to end season
unbeaten as Utes
look to crack
into BCS lineup

YOSHI SEKI/Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps
Maj. Paul Melchior, from Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station’s Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12, squats Nov. 13 on a street
in the Niigata earthquake zone, in front of a family’s two-story home that collapsed in the Oct. 23 temblor. “The family is living Page 30
in a tent,” Melchior said Friday. “Winter is fast approaching, so some of the elderly who fall ill might not have the strength to
make it to spring.”




PAGE 2 J

L]

* STARS AND STRIPES -

Tuesday, November 23, 2004

STARSU#STRIPES.

four Hometown Newspaper

SpongeBob flick
not very absorbing

Pez collectors
pop up everywhere

Don’t miss a
single issue.

For home delivery, call DSN
225-4505 (Japan)

721-7140 (Korea)
645-2010 (Okinawa)

World

Iran’s nuclear capabilities:

Iran said nuclear missiles are not a

part of its defense policies and that

such weapons “could not be hidden in

today’s world,” one day before it was to

suspend nuclear enrichment activities as part

of an agreement it reached with European
countries.

U.S. Secretary of State Colin Powell said he
had seen intelligence that confirmed claims
by an Iranian opposition group that Iran was
secretly running a program intended to pro-
duce nuclear weapons by next year.

Iran has denied U.S. accusations and says
its sole interest is to generate nuclear fuel
through low-level uranium enrichment.

Arafat’s medical records: Yasser Arafat’s
nephew arrived in Paris on Sunday to collect
the Palestinian leader’s medical records,
which could explain the cause of his death.

Nasser al-Kidwa, who is also the Palestin-
ian representative to the United Nations,
would not say when he would collect the
records.

The Palestinian Authority has promised to
make public the cause of Arafat’s death on
Nov. 11 in a Paris-area military hospital.

Terror suspects killed: At least three sus-
pected members of a Muslim extremist group
were killed in a military airstrike on one of
their alleged hideouts in the southern Philip-
pines, an army commander said Saturday.

Military bombers pounded the suspected
hide-out of the al-Qaida-linked groups Abu
Sayyaf and Jemaah Islamiyah in the southern
province of Maguindanao on Friday.

Maj. Gen. Raul Relano, commander of the
6th I.nfantry Division, said an intelligence re-
port indicated that 10 Abu Sayyaf and two Je-
maah Islamiyah operanves were meetmg in
two houses, which were “pulverized” during
the attack.

Japan weapons export: A key ally of Prime
Minister Junichiro Koizumi said Sunday he
opposes major changes to Japan’s ban on ex-
ports of weapons because it could rapidly
transform the country into a global arms sup-
plier.

The leader of the New Komeito party, Tak-
enori Kanzaki, said an exception to the ban —
allowing Japan and the United States to coop-
erate in building a missile defense system —
could be made. But a dramatic relaxation
shouldn’t be allowed, he said.

States

Michael Jackson case: The prosecution in
Michael Jackson’s child molestation case

in vote: A Ukrainian soldier leaves a voting booth Sunday while other sol-

diers stand in line to receive ballots at a polling station during presidential elections in Kiev.
Ukrainians cast ballots for president on Sunday, choosing between a Western-leaning reform-
er and the Kremlin-praised prime minister in a runoff election that many fear will erupt into

unrest and violence. Supporters of both undldates — Prime Minister Viktor Yanulovych and

voting problems just hours

of
after (he polls opened The votz comes akzr mnnths of tension that included widespread

claims that

was poisoned and a

of offici
cliffhanger first-round vote Exl! polls on Sunday afternoon showed Yushchenko in the lead.

has accused the defense of abusing the judi-
cial process with sweeping demands for
medical records of the alleged victim and
his family.

In court records unsealed Friday, the
Santa Barbara County district attorney’s of-
fice blasted subpoenas from Jackson’s team
and a court order that bars people who re-
ceived them from notifying prosecutors.

Jackson has pleaded not guilty to child mo-
lestation, conspiracy and administering an
intoxicating agent — alcohol — to a boy. His
trial is scheduled to begin Jan. 31.

Trains in trouble: Although Congress ap-
proved a $1.2 billion subsidy for Amitrak, the
money-losing passenger railroad still is ca-
reening toward a major disruption in ser-
vice.

To save it, the Transportation Depart-
ment’s inspector general says, Congress
must do more. Considering current Amtrak
policies, says Inspector General Kenneth
Mead, it’s up to lawmakers to determine
what must go and what may stay to restruc-
ture Amtrak and stop the hemorrhaging.

Mead said it's impossible to tell when the
railroad will experience a major failure.

War on terrorism

Guantanamo detainees: U.S. military re-
view tribunals have ordered five more prison-
ers to remain held as enemy combatants in
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, a Navy official said
Saturday.

The decisions were made after the men ap-
peared before Combatant Status Review Tri-
bunals, which are intended to decide whether
the approximately 550 detainees at the U.S.
naval outpost in eastern Cuba are properly
held as “enemy combatants” or should be
freed, Navy Lt. Gary Ross said.

Of the 398 cases heard so far, 135 prisoners
have been ordered held and one Pakistani
prisoner has been freed, Ross said. Rulings on
the rest are pending, though more than 150
cases have yet to be heard.

Iraq debt write-off: The Paris Club of credi-
tor nations reached a deal Sunday to write off
80 percent of the debts Iraq owes them, a
French finance ministry spokesman said.

Iraq owes about $42 billion to the Paris
Club, a grouping of 19 countries including the
Umled States, Japan, Russia and European na-

ions.
The deal marked a significant step in U.S.

efforts to put the Iraqi economy back on its

feet.
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2nd ID plans services for lost comrades

FRANKLIN FISHER/Stars and Stripes

The first planeload of 2nd Infantry Division troops boards a chartered aircraft Aug. 2 at
Osan Air Base, South Korea, for a flight to Kuwait, the first stop in the deployment to Iraq

of the division's 2nd

igade Combat Team, known as Strike Force. Since the deployment,

8¢
21 Strike Force soldiers have died, 18 from wounds received in combat.

Series of ceremonies will pay tribute
to 2nd BCT troops killed in Iraq to date

BY SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea —
The 2nd Infantry Division will pay trib-
ute Wednesday to 2nd Brigade Combat
Team soldiers killed in Iraq, holding a se-
ries of ceremonies at
posts throughout Warrior
Country.

2nd ID  spokesman
Maj. Mike Lawhorn said
the ceremonies will recog-
nize the 21 Strike Force
soldiers who have died in
Iraq since their deploy-
ment began in August.
Eighteen of the deaths
are from wounds re-
ceived in combat.

The memorial ceremo-
nies will allow soldiers,
who usually cannot at-
tend funerals in the Unit-
ed States, to say farewell
to their comrades, he

said.

“We often use phrases
like ‘put our lives on the line’ or ‘make the
ultimate sacrifice,’ but these soldiers did
exactly that,” he said.

The largest ceremony is to be at Camp
Red Cloud, with the division commander
speaking. Individual units at other bases
have organized several smaller ceremo-

&k We often use
phrases like
‘put our lives

on the line’ or

‘malke the
ultimate
sacrifice’ but
these soldiers
did exactly
that.yy

Maj. Mike Lawhorn
2nd ID spokesman

nies, Lawhorn said. Numerous 2nd ID
units based in South Korea have
sub-units or individuals serving in Iraq.

In a historic shift of forces from South
Korea to an off-peninsula combat zone,
3,600 2nd Brigade soldiers were dis-
patched from their bases here. Instead of
returning to South Korea,
the 2nd Brigade will head
to Fort Carson, Colo., when
its tour is finished.

Most family members
who were living in South
Korea have since moved to
their family homes or to
stateside bases, officials
have said.

Since late August, the
2nd Brigade has been oper-
ating in and around Rama-
di, one of the centers of the
insurgency that has roiled
Iraq for months. The bri-
gade falls under command
of the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force, responsible
for Al Anbar province west
of Baghdad.

The 2nd Brigade assumed responsibili-
ty of the area from the 1st Infantry Divi-
sion’s 1st Brigade Combat Team. During
its yearlong deployment, 1st Brigade sus-
tained more than 500 casualties, includ-
ing 50 fatalities.

E-mail Seth Robson at:
robsons@pstripes.osd.mil

Fellow soldiers watch for news of troops in Iraq

Servicemembers in South Korea worry about
the safety of friends deployed with Strike Force

CAMP RED CLOUD, South Korea —
Second Infantry Division soldiers in South
Korea say news of the 2nd Brigade Combat
Team’s casualties in Iraq is a sober remind-
er of the real dangers their comrades face
in the desert.

Second Brigade deployed to Iraq from
South Korea in August and is serving in
and around Ramadi, west of Baghdad.
Many soldiers from 2nd ID units stationed
in South Korea have friends serving with
2nd Brigade, known as Strike Force, and
most helped train the Iraq-bound troops in
June and July.

As of Friday, 21 Strike Force soldiers
had died in Iraq.

Soldiers with friends in Strike Force
watch the casualty reports carefully. Sol-
diers from throughout the division got to
know members of 2nd BCT during training
for the Iraq mission, which was supervised
by 1st Brigade units.

One of the soldiers who helped train
Strike Force, Maj. Douglas Willis, 35, of
4th Squadron, 7th Cavalry Regiment, said
he hoped the training would keep his com-
rades safe.

“I got here on June 25, just in time to do
the train-up with them,” said the Quincy,
I1L, native. “I know some of the battalion
commanders and some staff officers. We
did the movement to contact lane and traf-
fic control point training at Twin Bridges,”
a South Korean training area.

“You read about it (the casualties) and
also within the division, you hear from fel-
low officers and NCOs what has happened

there,” he said, “and we hope that with the
training we provided them, they will contin-
ue to keep themselves safe.”

News of the casualties helps focus sol-
diers in South Korea on their own training,
he said: “The guys here know that whelher
they are with this unit or another, there is a
high pnsslb)llty they will be in Iraq in the
near futu

Lt. cm. Brian Preler, commander of 4-7,
said the casualty reports reinforce that the
U.S. Army is at war.

“Anything is possible. We are an expedi-
tionary army now. If you had told me a
year ago that I would be standing at Twin
Bridges in a mock-up of an Iraqi city, I
would not have believed you,” he said dur-
ing a training exercise last month.

“It really hits home when you read about
it in the paper. We trained those guys this
summer and I got to know platoon com-
manders and platoon sergeants well.”

2nd ID soldiers, while grieving for their
fallen comrades, appear to accept the risk
of dying on the battlefield as a part of their
Jjobs.

Another 4-7 soldier who helped train
Strike Force, Spc. Kevin Proctor, 20, of
Memphis, Tenn., said casualties are a fact
of war.

“You are gomg to have them. There is no
way around it,” he said.

Col. Jeff Christiansen, Area I command-
er, said the Army continues to support
Strike Force families, many of whom are re-
locating to Fort Carson, Colo., where 2nd
Brigade will be based after its Irag mission.

“It’s human nature” to follow the re-
ports, he said last month. “These are our
guys and we are still taking care of their
families through our Family Readiness
Group. We are deeply committed to stay-
ing with them until they finish their mis-
sion in Iraq.”

One group of 2nd ID soldiers in South
Korea is paying particular attention to
news about Strike Force: the 2nd BCT KA-
TUSAs (Korean Augmentees to the U.S.
Army), who were left behind when the unit
deployed.

Sgt. Kook Jung-hoon, 25, of Seoul,
served with 2nd Brigade’s Headquarters
and Headquarters Company before the
unit deployed and now is assigned to the di-
vision’s Headquarters and Headquarters
Company.

“We were very concerned about our
friends who had to leave,” Kook said.

Soldiers from
the 2nd Infantry
Division's
Battery A, 2nd
Battalion, 17th
Armored
Regiment tour
an Ira
station Sept.
16.As 2nd ID’s
casualty toll
mounts, troops
in South Korea
are fearing for
their friends’
safety.

SETH ROBSON
Stars and Stripes

Some KATUSAs wanted to go to Iraq if
they had the opportunity, “ ... but to be hon-
est, I am sure some would be quite con-
cerned about the dangerous environment
lhey ‘may have to face,”

1 still communicate with a lot of 2BCT
KATUSAs over the Internet and we talk
about our missing friends and command-
ers. We share e-mails about the news about
2nd Brigade. Whenever we find news
about 2BCT in any media we send it to
each other,” he said.

The KATUSASs check the casualty sto-
nes tu see if their friends have been hurt,

aid.

“I had a friend with 2nd Battalion, 17th
Field Artillery Regiment. He and I used to
work together. I haven’t had a chance to
e-mail him yet,” he said, “but once I saw in
the news that a 2-17 soldier died and it
made me worry about his safety.”

— Seth Robson
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‘Mama-san,” Marines drive
hours to aid quake victims

BY GREG TYLER
Stars and Stripes

Americans at U.S. military installations through-
out Japan expressed compassion for the Niigata
Chuetsu earthquake victims by sharing their boun-
ty, but possibly no one worked more diligently to al-
leviate victims’ hardships than a “mama-san” and
three U.S. Marines from Iwakuni Marine Corps Air
Station’s Marine Aviation Logistics Squadron 12.

n Nov. 12, MALS-12 personnel Maj. Paul Mel-
chior, Staff Sgl MacDonald Moore, Pfc. Michael
Kes and Machiko Hamamoto — referred to as
“mama-san” by her traveling companions — packed
into Melchior’s rented van and headed northeast for
12 2 hours to reach the region racked by the Oct. 23
eanhquake and hundreds of subsequent tremors.

hen we first got there, we were driving around,
not quite sure where to go,” Melchoir said. “Then
we ended up at an emergency control center and
standing right in front of Kawaguchi Town’s mayor.
He really put out a welcome for us; well, | mean con-
sidering the circumstances.”

Hamamoto, speaking Japanese, explained to the
mayor and others why she and three Marines trav-
eled to the region from Iwakuni.

“She was a huge help,” Melchior said. “The
‘mayor appeared to be in a state of disbelief that we
had come, and he wondered what it was that urged
us to drive all the way up there.

“So, we explained that as Marines it's our duty to
help when people can’t help themselves.”

The four slept on the floor in the Kawaguchi Town
Hall, courtesy of the grateful mayor.

Melchior said his small group stayed for two
nights and worked three days cooking and serving
victims approximately 500 hamburgers and 400 hot
dogs. Melchior and crew absorbed all the costs for
travel and the food.

“I'd say we spent about a day cooking but the rest
of the time we helped where we could by moving
water and gear to where it was needed most,” he
said.

“We are Marines, except mama-san, of course,
and we are not fighting any wars around here right
now, so we might as well be busy helping others,”
Melchior said Friday.

The 6.8 magmtude earthquake Killed at least 40
people, injured thousands and caused severe dam-
age to at least 20,000 houses, as well as Niigata roads
and rail lines. Thousands of people remain home-
less.

The earthquake caused about about $28.7 billion
in ddmdge Niigata Gov. Hirohiko Izumida has esti-

Japan s budget for the fiscal year ending in March
has $704.7 million set aside for natural disasters and
about $3.4 billion for contingencies. Government of-
ficials said that extra spending for reconstruction
and disaster relief might be approved.

U.S. Ambassador Howard Baker provided Japan
$50,000 for disaster assistance, and a U.S. Embassy
release on Nov. 5 stated that the United States would
provide an additional $100,000 to help the people of
Niigata Prefecture.

Navy facility residents donated almost $40,000; of-
ficials stated that another $10,000 was expected
soon from Atsugi Naval Air Facility, almost $1,000
from Diego Garcia and $4,500 from Sasebo Naval
Base, according to a recent Stars and Stripes report.
Other U.S. bases, including Yokota Air Base and
Iwakuni Marine Corps Air Station, also have sup-
plied aid.

The earthquake damage is obvious almost every-
where, the Iwakuni crew said. They reported seeing
cracks in roads and manholes that had risen up from
the street level. With most houses no longer livable,
residents are sheltering in tents, Melchior said;
some are living in their cars, afraid to sleep in lhe
shaking tents.

“Even after the time that’s passed since the earth-
quake, the place continues to move with the shaking
nearly every hour. There is till a lot the people need
there,” he said.

Melchior is planning to drive back on Thanksgiv-
ing Day and stay through the weekend.

‘Hamamoto also is planning to return.

“I was impressed with the children eating the
hamburgers, all with a smile,” F was quot-

BY DAVID ALLEN
Stars and Stripes

CAMP FOSTER, Okinawa —
Pacific Marines continue to be
deployed to war zones in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

The latest regiment to get the
call is the Hawaii-based Ma-
rines and sailors of the 3rd Bat-
talion, 3rd Marine Regiment,
which landed in Afghanistan
last week after training in Cali-
fornia, according to a Marine
Corps news release.

The 1,000-strong regiment is
part of the 3rd Marine Division,
headquartered on Okinawa. Ac-
cording to the release, the regi-
ment is to relieve the 3rd Battal-
lon, 6th Marine Regiment, which
is to return to Camp Lejeune.

The regiment left for Afghani-
stan after a training in the South-
ern California desert, the high
Sierra Mountains and a special
scenario-based training facility
in San Diego.

“We've trained hard for this
depluyment Lt. Col. Norm Cool-
ing, the battalion’s commanding
officer, said upon landing. “I'm
very proud of my Marines and
sailors here on the far reaches of
the world and am confident in
their abilities to help the local
population and destroy the
anti-coalition forces that seek to
enslave the Afghani people.

“We're here to further free-

Hawaii-based Marines
deploy to Afghanistan

RICH MATTINGLY

Courtesy of the U.S. Marine Corps.
Lance Cpl. Mark Skorup, a rifle-
man with the Hawaii-based 3rd
Battalion, 3rd Marine Regiment,
rappels down a rock face during
training at the Marine Corps
Mountain Warfare Training
Center in Bridgeport, Calif.

dom and democracy,” he said
upon landing.

The battalion is expected to
be deployed for about seven
‘months, mostly in the central
and southeastern areas of Af-
ghanistan bordering Pakistan, a
mountainous region with strong
pockets of Taliban insurgents
still operating.

E-mail David Allen at:
allend@pstripes.osd.mil

ed as saying in a Japanese news report.

“I heard that they wanted to eat meat and chick-
en, so we want to come back here again with foods,”
she added.

Melchior said they would welcome other volun-
teers, with a couple of conditions: Volunteers can’t
be easily rattled by the still-shaking ground and they
must realize space in the van is limited. Based on
the first trip, only two or three others could be
squeezed in for the giving journey, he said.

Call Melchior at DSN 253-2908 for more informa-
tion.

E-mail Greg Tyler at: tylerg@pstripes.osd.mil

Misawa Naval Air Facility’s “Turkey Feed”

JENNIFER H. SVAN/Stars and Stripes

Senior Chief Marcelino Ruiz dishes out turkey to Petty Officer 3rd Class Steve Ecker at Misawa Naval Air

Facility’s “Turkey Feed” on

iday. Every year Navy chiefs and officers serve sailors traditional Thanksgiving

fixings before the Thanksgiving Day holiday. Ruiz said chiefs and officers expected about 270 sailors.

Tob i

class at S

SASEBO NAVAL BASE, Japan — A tobacco cessation class is sched-
uled from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m. Nov. 30.

The class, to be taught by Sasebo Navy Branch Medical Clinic per-
sonnel, is to be held in Classroom F, Community and Education Cen-

ter.

Call DSN 252-3624 for more information.

M.C. Perry senior class holds yard sale

The Matthew C. Perry Class of 2005 at Iwakuni Marine Corps Air
Station, Japan, will sponsor a yard sale from 7 am. until 5 p.m. Dec. 4
at “the triangle” between the commissary and the Kintai Inn.

The community donated items for the students to sell. All profits are

to support the yearly senior trip.

From staff reports
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Raids kill four in Afghanistan

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM
The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan —
U.S.-led troops mounted overnight
raids on suspected al-Qaida com-
pounds in eastern Afghanistan,
killing four people and detaining
several others, officials said Sun-
day.

The U.S. military said “several
Arab fighters” were among the
suspects Killed or detained in the
operation in Nangarhar province,
although a local official said only
Afghans survived.

News of the operation came as
the top American commander in
Afghanistan told The Associated
Press that al-Qaida suspects con-
tinued to slip across the nearby Pa-
kistani frontier.

The overnight attack targeted
several compounds which “had
clear connections to al-Qaida,” the
military said in a statement.

It said the operation was
launched partly on the basis of a
tip-off from local residents and
also netted a haul of weapons, ex-
plosives and cash.

Faizan ul-Haq, a spokesman for
the provincial governor, said Af-

U.S. soldiers raise an American flag as Afghan National Army soldiers keep guard at a new U.S base in Pakti-
ka pmvmce, about 120 miles southwest of Kabul on Sunday. Lt. Gen. David Barno, the American commander

ghan soldiers as well as
took part in the raid in Bati Kot dis-
trict of Nangarhar.

He said the four people who
died were burned beyond recogni-
tion, making it impossible to check
their nationality.

“We are not sure if they burned
themselves before the operation
started or if the Americans some-
how burned them,” ul-Hagq said.

Ul-Haq said the five people de-
tained were a man named Syed
Rahman and four members of his
family.

He said that, according to local
police, the four people who were
killed had been guests at Rah-

APO'S TURKISH GOL

in the U.S. base to be used to foster reconstruction in the troubled border area. signed to 1st Battalion, 8th Ma-
rine Regiment, 2nd Marine Di-
man'’s house. in the troubled border area. their armed struggle against the vision, IT Marine Expedm‘onary

Nangarhar lies in a swath of Af-
ghan territory where U.S. and al-
lied Afghan forces continue to bat-
tle Taliban-led rebels three years
after the fall of the hardline mili-
tia.

Lt. Gen. David Barno, the com-
mander of the 18,000 mainly U.S.
troops in Afghanistan, said rebels
including al-Qaida fighters were
still slipping in from Pakistan.

“There’s continued infiltration
back and forth on both sides of the
border,” he said in an interview
after inaugurating a new U.S. base
supposed to foster reconstruction

& CARPETS

apogoldcarpet@aol.com
turkishgoldcarpet.com

IcA

Yokota International Christian Assembly
Located J:.s?s‘:"ér 's'f.‘;;l; Gateon RT. 16
1437 Kumagawa, Fussa shi, Tokyo, 197-0003 Japan

“SHARING OUR LORD, OUR LOVE OUR LIVES”

_ Ho
+ lll_ Email Church

SUNDA'
Japanese Lanquaqe Disiplship Clss 900m 700pm,
Pm/erm anct 1iohm hant b ity

T045m Yo, Ryl R, and Wit
s ChuthEgis Jgese) 1045am
Evening Servie THURSDAY
Ghidren's Sunday Schaol Power Hour 600900
Youth Ablze Senvice
Home Felowship Groups(evry 1st & 3rd Sundey)  100pm ~ FRIDAY

600pm “Come o the iver

Charismati Service (3 Friday of month)

TUESDAY
Ladis Bible Stuty SATURDAY
LadiesNight Out 204 Tues of month) HonorBound Men's Misties 830 am.

CHURCH OFFICE 0425514772
HOME 042:551-0966
Yokotace@wta.at.ne jp

_- Pastors: Rev. Wes & Carol Mathis
(retuming Sept. 19, 2004)

Prayer Breafast & Training

U.S. deaths
inIraq

The Associated Press

As of Saturday, at least 1,221
members of the U.S. military
have died since the beginning
of the Iraq war in March 2003,
according to an Associated
Press count. At least 946 died as
aresult of hostile action, the De-
fense Department said as of Fri-
day. The figures include three
military civilians.

The AP count is four higher
than the Defense Department’s
tally, which was last updated
Friday at 10 am. EDT.

Since May 1, 2003, when Pres-
ident Bush declared that major
combat operations in Iraq had
ended, 1,083 U.S. military mem-
bers have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at
least 837 deaths resulting from
hostile action, according to the
military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by
itary:

the

M One U.S. soldier was killed
inan ambush Saturday in Bagh-
dad.

The latest identifications re-
ported by the military:

ine Lance Cpl. Dimitri.

08 Gavnel 29, New York; kllled
Friday in Anbar province; as-

American and Pakistani forces
on either side of the frontier
“work very closely ... to reduce
that infiltration and strike back at
the terrorists when they do come
back and forth,” he said.

The mountainous border zone
is also a suspected hiding place
for al-Qaida leader Osama bin
Laden and his deputy Ayman
al-Zawahri.

Barno said the military didn’t
know where they were but were
poised for any sign of their where-
abouts.

“Once we do find out where
they are we’ll move as rapidly as
we can with our allies here in the
region to capture or kill them,” he
said.

Barno and the U.S. ambassador
also urged the Taliban to abandon

government of Afghan leader
Hamid Karzai after his triumph
in recent presidential elections.

Karzai has offered an amnesty
to all Taliban members except for
several dozen leaders, and said
his top priority now is fighting Af-
ghanistan’s booming narcotics
trade.

Ambassador Zalmay Khalilzad
said the U.S. government would
next year allocate a “similar
amount” to the $2.3 billion spent
on reconstruction in 2004, but
that the drugs trade was weighing
on Afghanistan’s bond with its for-
eign backers.

U.S., British and Afghan offi-
cials are working on plans to
crack down hard on opium and
heroin traffickers after a U.N. re-
port released on Thursday
showed that opium poppy cultiva-
tion surged to a record this year.

Force, Camp Lejer

BN Gt Cpl “Phillip
G. West, 19, American Canyon,
Calf.; killed Friday in Anbar
province; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Camp Pendle-
ton, Calif.

M Marine Lance Cpl. Luis A.
Figueroa, 21, Los Angeles;
killed Thursday in Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to 3rd Battalion,
1st Marine Regiment, 1st
rine Division, I Marine Expedl-
tionary Force, Camp Pendleton,
Calif.

M Marine Lance Cpl. Michael
W. Hanks, 22, Gregory, Mich,;
killed Wednesday in Anbar
province; assigned to 3rd Battal-
ion, 1st Marine Regiment, 1st
Marine Division, I Marine Expe-
ditionary Force, Camp Pendle-

ton, Calif.

Iraq election to be held Jan. 30

BY MAGGIE MICHAEL

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraq’s Electoral Commission on
Sunday set national elections for Jan. 30, and a
spokesman said ballots would be cast nationwide, in-
cluding in areas now racked by violence.

The announcement reflects the Iraqi and U.S. gov-
ernment’s determination to push ahead with the vote
despite escalating unrest — including heavy gunbat-
tles in the streets of Baghdad; an insurgent uprising in
Mosul, Iraq’s third-biggest city; and persistent attacks
across a central belt of the country.

U.S. forces in Mosul found two more bodies, in-
cluding one of an Iragi army soldier, on Sunday
near a site where the bodies of nine Iraqi soldiers
were found a day before, said Lt. Col. Paul Hastings
with Task Force Olympia.

The nine were identified as soldiers based at
al-Kisik, 30 miles west of Mosul. Four other decapi-
tated bodies, still unidentified, were found in Mosul
on Tuesday.

In an Internet statement posted Sunday, the ter-
rorist group of Jordanian militant Abu Musab al-Zar-

gawi, Al-Qaida in Iraq, claimed it killed 17 Iraqi Na-
tional Guardsmen from al-Kisik. The report
couldn’t be independently verified. Hastings said he
had no report of missing Iragi guardsmen.

U.S. and Iraqi forces in Mosul, 225 miles north-
west of Baghdad, have been working the past week
to put down an uprising launched by guerrillas who
seized police stations and other sites.

In Ramadi, insurgents launched a deadly ambush
Sunday in a guerrilla stronghold, Killing eight Iraqi
National Guardsmen and injuring 18 others, police
said.

In Baghdad, four large explosions shook the area
near the U.S.-guarded Green Zone after sundown
Sunday. There was no word on any damage or casu-
alties.

Tragis will go to the polls to choose a national as-
sembly, which will among other things draft a per-
manent constitution. The vote is seen as a major
step toward building democracy after years of rule
by Saddam Hussein.

The commission has asked the United Nations to
send international monitors for the elections.
Around 35 U.N. experts have already arrived.
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Federal civilian workers
to get 3.5 percent raise

BY CHRISTOPHER LEE
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Congressional negoti-
ators reached agreement Saturday on a
spending package that provides a 3.5 per-
cent raise for federal civilian employees,
‘more than double that sought by President
Bush.

The pay increase was part of a $388 bil-
lion omnibus spending package that was
approved by the House and then the Sen-
ate later in the evening. The administra-
tion has warned that the pay increase may
lead to severe agency belt-tightening and a
reduction in the workforce.

The approval means that, for the first
time in three years, the federal govern-
ment’s 1.8 million civilian employees will
begin receiving higher pay in January. In
the past two years, Congress’ failure to
complete spending bills until the new year
left federal workers waiting for weeks to
get the increase.

n February, Bush proposed a 1.5 per-
cent average raise for civilian workers and
a 3.5 percent increase for members of the
armed forces. White House officials said
the plan would allow all employees to keep
up with inflation while rewarding the mili-
tary during a time of war.

Lawmakers of both parties instead de-
ferred to a two-decade-old tradition of

“pay parity” and granted civilian workers
a raise equivalent to that awarded to the
military. Supporters argued that many ci-
vilian workers, including employees of the
CIA, the FBI and the Department of Home-
land Security, play vital roles in national se-
curity.

“This pay adjustment rewards them for
their commitment and dedication to serv-
ing our country and protecting our citi-
zens, ” House Minority Whip Steny Hoyer,
D-Md.,, said in a statement. Hoyer and
Reps. Frank Wolf, R-Va., Thomas Davis
101, R-Va., and James Moran Jr., D-Va.,
were the main House backers.

The White House said the 3.5 percent
raise exceeds inflation and adds $2.2 bil-
lion in spending for the fiscal year that
began Oct. 1.

In a letter to Congress last week, Joshua
Bolten, director of the White House’s Of-
fice of Management and Budget, warned
that the increase “would be very difficult
for agencies to absorb ... and will likely re-
quire reductions in force or shifts of re-
sources away from critical programmatic
priorities.”

Federal employee union leaders ap-
plauded the increase.

“We're very pleased at the bipartisan
support that has been there for the pay
raise all year,” said Colleen Kelley, presi-
dent of the National Treasury Employees
Union.

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON —  Republicans
whisked a $388 billion spending bill
through Congress on Saturday, a mam-
moth measure that underscores the domi-
nance of deficit politics by curbing dol-
lars for everything from education to en-
vironmental cleanups.

The House approved the measure by a
bipartisan 344-51 margin, while Senate
passage was by 65-30.

Senate approval took longer because of
disputes over provisions dealing with
abortions and members of Congress’ ac-
cess to income tax returns. Leaders
agreed to not send the spending package

Congress passes spending bill

to President Bush for his signature until
the tax returns issue is resolved in a sepa-
rate bill, expected to be passed by the
House on Wednesday.

From its tight domestic spending to the
Democratic-backed provisions on over-
time and other issues that were dropped,
the bill is a monument to the Republi-
can’s raw power controlling the White
House and Congress. The bill and explan-
atory report, completed near midnight
Friday, were about 14 inches tall.

“I'm very proud of the fact that we held
the line and made Congress make choic-
es and set priorities, because it follows
our philosophy,” said Majority Leader
Tom DeLay, a Texas Republican.

Despite collapse, some lawmakers
still hopeful about intel-reform bill

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — An overhaul of the na-
tion’s intelligence agencies may still pass
this year despite the collapse of a compro-
mlse bill, congressional leaders said Sun-

“I still think there’s a pretty good chance
we're going to get intelligence reform,”
Senate Majority Whip Mitch McConnell,
R-Ky., said on ABC’s “This Week.”

He said Congress would likely return
Dec. 6 in an effort to pass the bill, which
would create a powerful position to over-
see the CIA and several other nonmilitary
spy agencies. The bill was a compromise
that was endorsed by House and Senate ne-

gotiators, the White House and the biparti-
san Sept. 11 commission,

Congress was to have finished its session
on Saturday.

Asked on NBC’s “Meet the Press” if the
bill had a chance this year, Sen. John
McCain, R-Ariz. said: “I think so. I never
believed that we wouldn't pass it, once we
had the conference report signed.”

Other lawmakers were less optimistic.

Senate Intelligence Chairman Pat Rob-
erts, R-Kan,, had flashed a “V” for victory
with his hand after signing off on the deal
on Saturday. Yet on Sunday, Roberts said
the chances that Congress will pass the bill
in December “are slim and none, and slim
left town.”
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Garage worker
is sole winner of
$149M lotto prize

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Newly minted multimillionaire
Juan Rodriguez, who won the $149 million Mega
Millions lottery jackpot, said Sunday he hasn’t quit
his job at a midtown Manhattan parking garage —

Asked what he plans to do with his millions, Rod-
riguez said, “I have no idea.”

Family members and lottery officials joined Rod-
riguez, 49, a Colombian immigrant who came to the
United States in 1982 and lives in Richmond Hill,
Queens, at a news conference in front of the Second
Avenue newsstand where he bought the winning
ticket on Friday.

New York Lottery Director Nancy Palumbo said
Rodriguez achieved part of his dream when he be-
came a permanent U.S. resident in 1986.

“Today he’s going to start living the rest of his
dream as the richest man in New York Lottery histo-

" she said.

umery officials said Rodriguez chose to take his
winnings in a single payment of about $88.5 million
before taxes. Mega Millions winners in New York
can also choose to accept the full payout in annual
payments over 26 years.

Tn addition to the grand prize winner, 13 players
matched all five numbers but not the Mega Ball
number. They will receive second prizes of $175,000
each.

Juan Rodriguez, 49, sole winner of a $149 million
lottery, left, and his wife, Iris, attend a news confer-
ence in New York on Sunday. The winnings from
Friday night's Mega Millions drawing are said to be
the biggest single jackpot payout in New York state
lottery history.

State: Revised
terror report
still has errors

BY JOSH MEYER
Los Angeles Times

WASHINGTON Five
months after embarrassed State
Department officials admitted to
widespread mistakes in the gov-
ernment’s influential annual re-
port on global terrorism, internal
investigators have found new and
unrelated errors — as well as
broader underlying problems

21-year high. The 199-page re-
port, made public on April 29, also
omitted any significant terrorist
attacks occurring after an early
November cut-off date, including
bombings in Turkey that killed at
least 62 people, and left out some
terrorist activity in Chechnya,
Iraq and other locations.

Those errors were fixed in a
second version of the terrorism re-
pon released on June 22. But snx

senators,

that they say have de-
stroyed the credibility of the sta-
tistics it is based on.

In a 28-page report, the State
Department’s Office of Inspector
General blamed the problems on
sloppy data collection, inexperi-
enced employees, personnel
shortages and lax oversight. In-
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t
the procedures used by the State
Department, CIA and other agen-
cies to define terrorism and ter-
rorist attacks are so inconsistent
that they can’t be relied upon.

The department’s independent
investigative unit concluded, how-
ever, that politics played no role in
allowing so many mistakes to be
published in the original version
of the “Patterns of Global Terror-
ism” report for 2003.

The 2003 report said that terror-
ist attacks and related deaths had
dropped to the lowest levels in
three decades, and top Bush ad-

the Bush administration was ma-
nipulating terror statistics for
election-year political gain, asked
Secretary of State Colin Powell to
find out what had gone wrong,
prompting the investigation by
the inspector general. A copy of
the inspector general’s conclu-
sions, marked “sensitive but un-
classlfled " was obtained by the
Los Angeles Times.

The annual report, mandated
by Congress since 1987, is relied
on by Congress and U.S. countert-
errorism agencies in deciding
how to wage the ongoing war on
terror, and is translated into at
least four languages so the public,
academics and foreign govern-
ments can use it to assess trends
in global terrorism.

A State Department spokes-
man declined to comment public-
ly on the internal report, but said
the department has no plans to re-
view or reissue the 2003 “Pat-

touted it as proof of their success

in the global war on terrorism.
But the underlying data actual-

ly showed a sharp increase to a

Living Offbase?

terns” a second time.

The official said the State De-
partment already is moving to
overhaul the way it compiles ter-
rorism statistics.
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President Bush, left, and Russian President Viadimir Putin wave to
photographers prior to the leaders’ group photo at the 2004 APEC

Summi

in Santiago, Chile, on Sunday.

APEC talks look at
security, economy

BY TERENCE HUNT
The Associated Press

SANTIAGO, Chile — President
Bush tried to mend relations in
Latin America with fresh promis-
es of immigration reform Sunday
while a new security spat sur-
faced with Chile after an embar-
rassing fracas in which Bush in-
tervened.

What was supposed to have
been an elaborate state dinner
with 200 people Sunday was
downgraded to an official work-
ing dinner, reportedly because
Chilean President Ricardo Lagos
balked at Secret Service demands
for guests to walk through metal
detectors. The guest list for the
‘working dinner was scaled down
to the leaders, their wives and top
aides.

On Saturday night, Bush waded
into a scuffle that erupted when
Chilean authorities blocked the
president’s Secret Service agents
from accompanying him into a
dinner. As tempers flared and a
shoving match ensued, Bush
pushed into the commotion,
grabbed his lead agent, Nick Trot-
ta, and pulled him inside.

The incident, shown repeatedly
on television worldwide, was an
unlikely episode in an otherwise
staid gathering of 21 Pacific Rim
leaders at the Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation summit. In a
moment of levity, the leaders
posed in colorful, hand-woven
ponchos — following the summit
tradition of wearing native garb
of the host country.

Bush, arriving at La Moneda
palace, greeted Lagos wit
self-deprecating humor: “Ricar-
do, aqui esta el gringo.”

Translation: “Ricardo, the grin-
go’s here.”

Bush opened the day with Mexi-
can President Vicente Fox, dis-
cussing immigration issues that
are sensitive on both sides of the
border. Bush began his presiden-
cy with a campaign to improve re-
lations with Mexico, but his atte
tion was diverted by the terrorist
attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

Renewing a plan that stalled in
Congress after he unveiled it in
January, Bush urged changes in
U.S. law that could allow millions

of undocumented laborers to
work legally in the United States
on temporary visas but would not
provide a path to citizenship. Fox
hopes to persuade Bush to ex-
pand his plan.

“One way to make sure the bor-
der is secure is to have reason-
able immigration policies,” the
president said. He said he as-
sured Fox that Mexicans should
be treated with respect and digni-
ty in the United States.

Fox said he wanted to meet
with Bush in Washington to dis-
cuss economic security issues.
“Mexico wants to fulfill its respon-
sibility to make its economy
grow, make it stronger, to have
more jobs in Mexico,” Fox said.
“That is our first priority.”

Fox said afterward he expected
to meet with Bush in Washington
in February or March to discuss
migration and trade.

Bush and Fox avoided talking
about subjects where they differ,
such as Iraq and Cuba, adminis-
tration officials said.

The U.S. reputation in Latin
America has been hurt by the
Iraq war, which is deeply unpopu-
lar in the region. There also is a

Plane crash in China kills 54

BY STEPHANIE HOO
The Associated Press

BEWJING — A passenger plane
crashed in an ice-covered lake in
northern China seconds after take-
off Sunday, killing all 53 people
aboard and one person on the
ground after an apparent midair
explosion, the government said.

The was no immediate word on
the cause of the crash, which was
the country’s deadliest in more
than two years and was a setback
to China’s efforts to improve air
safety following a string of acci-
dents in the 1990s.

The China Eastern Airlines
plane went down in Baolou, a city
in the Inner Mongolia region 330
miles northwest of Bei

about a dozen seconds” after take-
off at 8:20 am,, the official Xinhua
News Agency said.

The plane, a Bombardier
CRJ-200, was headed for Shanghai
with 47 passengers and six crew
members when it crashed into the
lake in Nanhai Park, Xinhua said.

Premier Wen Jiabao ordered

-out efforts to determine the
cause of the crash, state television
reported in its evening newscast.

All CRJ-200 aircraft in China
were grounded, and Cabinet-level
investigators were dispatched to
the crash site from Beijing, Xinhua
said.

Witnesses told the agency they
heard an explosion before the
plane hit the gmund and one de-
scnbed seeing “a big fireball” over-
hea

NEW YORK — It’s no sur-
prise that travel and holidays go
hand in hand. About 37.2 million
Americans will be traveling 50
miles or more from home for the
holidays this year, reports AAA.
That's up slightly more than 3
percent from last year’s 36.1 mil-
lion.

Here are some money-saving
tips to ensure your travel this
holiday season doesn’t hurt your
wallet:

W When you buy airline tick-
ets, compare prices for one-way
and round-trip tickets. So says
Dave Downing, travel columnist
for Fodors.com, the Web site of
one of the largest English-lan-
guage guidebook publishers. It
can be cheaper to purchase
one-way tickets, as long as you
don’t mind traveling on different
airlines.

Holiday traveling tips

CBS MarketWatch

W If you rent a car, check the
fine print before you sign, rec-
ommends Downing. While
many companies advertise spe-
cial weekly rates, especially
around holidays, you may end
up gouging your wallet if your
trip is short — say, a four-day
weekend for Thanksgiving. “If
you don’t keep the car for at
least five days, it reverts to a
punitive daily rate,” warns
Downing. That daily rate could
be as much as $50 or $60, com-
pared with a weekly rate of
$200.

W Consider traveling on the
holiday. “Everybody tries to get
there before the holiday,” says
Downing. By traveling on the
holiday itself, you'll face smaller
crowds, whether on the roads or
at the train stations. “You're also
going to get a better deal” if you
need to buy tickets, he says.

Wang Yongqlang, who lives
near the park, he saw black
smoke billowing fmm the tail of
the plane before it crashed and
broke into fiery fragments, Xin-
hua said.

All aboard were confirmed dead
— their remains pulled from the
lake by emergency workers who
had to break through ice on the
lake to get to the wreckage, reports

said.

A worker on the ground at Nan-
hai Park was also killed, Xinhua
said.
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feeling that the Bush
tion has neglected the needs of

the Western
there is friction over the U.S.
push for open, freer economies, a
campaign viewed by some as an
unwelcome dictate from Washing-
ton.

After the summit, Bush met
briefly with Peruvian President
Alejandro Toledo to discuss an
Andean free-trade pact mvolvmg
Colombia, Peru and Ecuador in
commerce with the United States.

Flying home to Texas on Mon-
day, Bush will stop in Cartegena,
Colombia, to meet with President
Alvaro Uribe, a conservative
whose war against narcoterror-
ists and leftist rebels has received
major funding from the United
States.

The visit allows Bush to make a
visible statement about the U.S.
commitment to fighting terror-
ism. It also is meant to highlight
American contributions that have
helped to bring some stability to a
country ravaged by decades of
guerrilla war.
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Swarms of locusts devour southern Israel

BY REVITAL LEVY STEIN
The Associated Press

EILAT, Israel — Swarms of lo-
custs that arrived from Egypt to
southern Israel devoured lawns
and palm trees on Sunday, caus-
ing a panic among farmers and
children who wondered when the
next biblical plague would strike.

The pests had worked their
way north since crossing the bor-
der on Friday and are on a path
that would take them to the West
Bank town of Jericho, where U.S.
Secretary of State Colin Powell
was slated to meet Palestinian of-
ficials on Monday.

The red locusts originated in
West Africa and traveled over
Libya and Egypt. The insects are
present every year in Africa, but
the U.N. Food and Agriculture Or-
ganization warned last week that
this year’s swarms are especially
large due to prolonged periods of
heavy rainfall.

Israel's Agriculture Ministry
had not by Sunday reported seri-
ous damage to crops in the arid
Arava and Negev deserts. Minis-
try planes were spraying onion,
pepper and melon fields near Isra”
el's southern borders with Egypt
and Jordan.

Officials in the Red Sea resort
of Eilat said many of the plants
and trees in city parks had been
stripped of their foliage by the

AP

An Israeli youth tries to avoid locusts as he walks in a street in the southern Israeli city of Eilat, in the Red
Sea. Swarms of locusts that arrived from Egypt to southern Israel devoured lawns and palm trees on Sunday,
causing a panic among farmers and children.

pests. The locusts seemed to pre-
fer palm and olive trees, basil,
grape leaves and grass.

“If these pests land on my
fields, it's all over,” potato farmer
Menachem Tzafrir told the Yedi-
ot Ahronot newspaper. “They de-
stroy a whole year’s work in a
matter of minutes.”

Eilat residents on Sunday
found their lawns blanketed in
red with the insects. Some chil-
dren questioned their parents if
darkness, the ninth Dbiblical
plague after locusts, was soon to
come.

According to the Book of Exo-
dus in the Old Testament, the

Egyptians suffered 10 plagues be-
fore Pharaoh agreed to let the en-
slaved Israclites free. Locusts
were the eighth plague.

“A Plague of Locusts,” read the
top headlines in Yediot and the
Maariv daily news papers on Sun-
day. Both reported on the delight
of Thai workers on southern

farms, who consider the insects a
delicacy.

Yediot included instructions
for the culinary curious on how to
grill the locusts “turning them
over, until they yellow.”

Rabbi David Batzri, a leading
Kabbalist — or Jewish mystic —
blamed the locusts on poverty
and urged Israelis to give to the
poor to help expel the pests.

The daily newspaper, Maariv,
included a guide for the average
Israeli in an effort to calm the
fears of those who, for instance
“are afraid to go to sleep because
they fear their house will be full
of locusts in the morning.” The
newspaper suggested using in-
sect spray in rooms where locusts
are first found.

Agriculture Ministry officials
said they were concerned that
warm weather on Sunday could
prompt the locusts to begin breed-
ing.

This would cause greater dam-
age, since young locusts have
large appetites, the officials told
Yediot. But rain and colder weath-
er was expected throughout the
country on Monday.

The insects, which normally
live between two and six months,
eat their weight — about 0.07
ounces —— in crops every day.

They can travel 120 miles a

ay.

They grow to be as long as four
inches, Yediot reported.

Defying society, many Japanese women stay single

BY YURI KAGEYAMA
The Associated Press

TOKYO — No matter how inde-
pendent, fashionable or popular
she may be, Japan’s unwed
woman has lung been labeled the
eternal loser — lonesome during
the holidays, dreaming of the
child she never had, dreading the
inevitable question at family gath-
erings: “Aren’t you married yet?”

But_in unprecedented num-
bers, Japanese women are defy-
ing the stereotype with a firm
“No” — and trying to cheer up oth-
ers like them.

“Women these days aren’t
going to marry just anybody,”
says Junko Sakai, whose “Howl of
the Loser Dogs” has sold more
than 300,000 copies.

Marriage has certainly lost
some of its allure for Japanese
women.

Over the past decade, Japanese
government figures say, the por-
tion of Japanese women age 25 to
29 who never married has surged
from 40 percent to 54 percent.
The percentage for women age
30-34 has increased from 14 per-
cent to 27 percent. In the United
States, according to census data,
40 percent of women from 25 to
29 are single, and 23 percent of
the 30-to-34 bracket.

Men are also delaying mar-
riage these days, but often they
cite economic reasons: trouble
finding a job that gives them the
stability they need for married
life, or reluctance to assume the
responsibilities of family.

&& Women are looking for a marital

ple aren’t getting married at all.
Young women have jobs and re-
ject a marriage that won’t deliver

partner who’ll allow

them to do whatever
they want. They want a
marriage that’s perfect,

amore comfortable life, she says.
Government studies show men
spend on average less than 10
minutes a_day on housework
while working women put in two
hours.

economically and
mentally. There aren’t
that many men who can

offer that. And they’re all taken.y¥

Chikako Ogura

Professor of gender studies at Waseda University in Tokyo

Many Japanese women, howev-
er, blame the typical male, who
expects the wife to cheerfully sur-
render her job, or juggle a career
with keeping house and raising
the kids.

“It’s not that we're set on being
single. We're thirsting for a good
marriage, but we can’t find the
right guy,” Sakai, a single
38-year-old, said in an interview
in Tokyo.

It’s a dramatic reversal of the
Japanese tradition that praises
early marriage and criticizes
women who delay marriage as un-
attractive and selfish.

In the 1980s, a woman unmar-
ried by 25 was dismissed as
“Christmas cake” — thrown out
on Dec. 26. These days the big
number is 31, and women unmar-
ried by that age are “New Year’s

Eve noodles,” noodles being a typ-
ical New Year’s Eve dish.

The change is having a pro-
found impact on public policy,
with the government worrying
that the plunging birthrate au-
gurs labor shortages and less sup-
port for the growing ranks of the
elderly.

The birthrate now averages

1.29 per woman — a record low
for Japan and far short of the 2.13
average in the United States, ac-
cording to Japanese and U.S. fig-
ures.
Chikako Ogura, professor of
gender studies at Waseda Univer-
sity in Tokyo, draws little comfort
from government proposals to re-
verse the trend, such as adding
child-care facilities and prodding
employers to grant maternity
leave.

The critical problem is that peo-

“Women are looking for a mari-
tal partner who'll allow them to
do whatever they want. They
want a marriage that’s perfect,
economically ~and  mentally.
There aren’t that many men who
can offer that,” Ogura said. “And
they’re all taken.”

The idea of an independent
woman enjoying leisure is so new
that traditional Japanese hotels
wouldn’t even allow females trav-
eling alone to spend the night,
fearing they were looking for a
place to commit suicide.

That trend is ing. “The

Marriage — losing
its allure in Japan

In Japan, women are
increasingly choosing to stay
single. Many say they want to
reject a lifestyle that promises
the burden of housework while
juggling a career and raising kids,
with little help from husbands.

Unmarried women

Percentage of unmarried
Japanese women

60 percent

Age 25-29-
54.0%
40 3034,
26.6%
20

e

options for Japanese women have
grown more diverse, rather than
the old formula of marriage being
the only way to happiness,” says
Kaori Haishi, a 38-year-old food
critic who has set up a Web page
with other women to recommend
restaurants and hotels friendly to
solitary females.

Nowadays many single women
feel increasingly free to choose,
rather than simply cave in to so-
cial pressure, said Etsuko Moriy:
ma, 38, who worked on Sakai’s
book. “Like a child, a marriage is
like a blessing,” said Moriyama,
who is divorced.

“Maybe I'll get married, maybe
Twon't.”

39, 13.8%

70 80 ‘90 00

Single women
Percentage of women

Age 25-29
who never married, 1"
by age group o500
NOTE: latest data "
available 64.7
54.0%
403 38.8
266 227 24.0
138 143 I
Japan  US.  Britain

SOURCES: Japanese National Institute AP
of Population and Social Security

Resear nsus Bureau; England
Office for National Statistics.
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U.S. asks Israel to help
with Palestinian election

BY MARK LAVIE

The Associated Press

JERUSALEM — The United
States on Sunday began a new
round of Mideast diplomacy after
the death of Yasser Arafat, asking
Israel to help with the upcoming
Palestinian election to pick a suc-
cessor.

Assistant Secretary of State Wil-
liam Burns became the first se-
nior U.S. diplomat to meet with
top Palestinians in several
months and Secretary of State
Colin Powell arrived Sunday
evening for further talks. Burns
said Israel should cooperate with
the Palestinian election, and Isra-
el indicated it would pull troops
back in the West Bank.

The visits are part of an interna-
tional push for progress toward a
new Israel-Palestinian accord
after Arafat’s death Nov. 11. Both
the United States and Israel boy-
cotted Arafat, charging that he
was tainted with terrorism.

Following Powell, British For-
eign Secretary Jack Straw is to
visit the region this week, and
Spanish Foreign Minister Miguel
Moratinos is expected Dec. 2.

Powell had separate meetings

scheduled with Israeli and Pales-
tinian officials on Monday.

In their talks with Burns, the in-
terim Palestinian leaders asked
for U.S. pressure on Israel to re-
move troops from West Bank cit-
ies and towns to allow campaign-
ing and a free election on Jan. 9.

“I am here to stress strong
American support for the Pales-
tinian election,” Burns said after
a meeting with interim Palestin-
ian Authority President Rauhi
Fattouh.

"We are determined to do ev-
erything we can to help in that
process and we also Support steps
by Israel which are needed to fa-
cilitate this election,” he said, but
he did not elaborate.

urns met separately Sunday
with the Israeli national security
adviser, Giora Eiland.

In violence Sunday, the Israeli
military said special forces killed
a Palestinian fugitive and two
other militants in a car in Beitu-
nia, next to the West Bank city of
Ramallah. The military said the
Palestinians opened fire first. Pal-
estinian security officials said the
three were members of the Al
Aqgsa Martyrs’ Brigades, a violent
offshoot of the ruling Fatah party.

Also, Israeli troops shot and
killed an armed Palestinian who
tried to attack a Gaza road used
by Jewish settlers, the Israeli
army and Islamic Jihad said.

Shortly after the latest round of
Mideast violence erupted in 2000,
Israel sent troops back into West
Bank areas ceded to the Palestin-
ians under interim peace ac-
cords. Troops set up dozens of
roadblocks and cut off cities and
towns, often confining hundreds
of thousands of Palestinians to
their home communities.

Palestinians have had only one
general election, in 1996.

Elections have been scheduled
several times in recent years but
then canceled, as Palestinians
said they could not carry out a
campaign with the Israelis in con-
trol of the territory.

Now, Israel appears ready to co-
operate.

Tsraeli Foreign Ministry spokes-
man Mark Regev said Israel has
“every intention of redeploying
(troops) so as to allow them to
have their process of election.”

He said the new Palestinian
leadership “could help us by com-
ing down on the terrorists,” but
he did not state that as a condi-
tion.

Thousands of Muslims
protest against terror

BY ANDREAS REHNOLT
The Associated Press

COLOGNE, Germany
About 25,000 people marched
through the western German
city of Cologne on Sunday in a
demonstration against Islamic
terrorism that was organized by
a Muslim group.

Carrying placards proclaim-
ing that “religion doesn’t pro-
duce terror” and that “terror is
a crime against humanity,” two
groups estimated by police at
about 10,000 each converged for
arally in a downtown square.

Germany has roughly 3.5 mil-
lion Muslims, mostly of Turkish
origin.

Sunday’s demonstration was
organized by a group called the
Turkish-Islamic Union, which
called on demonstrators to “join
hands for peace and against ter-
ror,” and was supported by Ger-
many’s main Muslim organiza-
tion, the Central Council of Mus-
lims.

Hundreds of officers were de-
ployed, but “there are no prob-
lems,” police spokesman Udo
Trabant said.

Worries about how well Mus-
lims are integrated in German
society have resurfaced since

the Nov. 2 killing in the Nether-
lands — one of Germany’s neigh-
bors — of filmmaker Theo van
Gogh, allegedly by an Islamic
radical.

That was followed by more
than 20 attacks on religiously
linked sites in the Netherlands.

On Saturday, Chancellor Ger-
hard Schroeder said that Eu-
rope must take care to avoid
being “dragged into a battle of
cultures” by those events.

“We can only be successful if
we face this challenge togeth-
er,” Schroeder said.

“The many Muslims who live
and want to live with us cannot
stand aside indifferently. They
must clearly and unmistakably
stand up for our legal system
and our democratic rules of
play.”

Earlier this year, German law-
makers approved a new immi-
gration law aimed at balancing
the need to attract qualified im-
‘migrants with concerns over se-
curity.

It is designed to make it easi-
erto observe and deport Islamic
extremists operating in Germa-
ny and also aims to have new ar-
rivals integrate in society
through  government-funded
German language and civics
courses.
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Aiken plans a joyful noise

Clay Aiken has fond memories of holidays at home —
driving 40 minutes back from Durham, N.C., with a fake
Christmas tree sticking through the back wmdows of his
packed car because his family wait-
ed too long to buy a real tree.

But one thing the self-described
“skinny, redheaded, geeky little
dork from the South” hopes goes off
without a hitch this holiday season is
his 21-city Joyful Noise tour, which
began Sunday in Pasadena, Calif.

“This is a different kind of con-
cert,” said Aiken. “It’s not meant to
be a show where fans bring signs
and scream. The goal is to be more
intimate, almost semiformal. The
crew will be dressed up in their Sun-
day best and I hope the audiences will do the same.”

The 25-year-old singer has been named a spokesman
for the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve Toys for Tots cam-
paign, so Marines will be collecting toys at each stop on
the tour.

Aiken

Opera star bling sells big

Jewelry formerly belonging to Maria Callas — most of
it given to the opera star by her husband, wealthy Italian
industrialist Giovanni Battista Meneghini — fetched
$1.86 million at an auction.

Some 200 collectors, opera fans and the plain curious
packed the Sotheby’s auction room for the sale, which in-
cluded 11 pieces, at the plush Le Beau Rivage hotel.

All the lots sold above their highest catalog estimate,
said Sotheby’s Executive Director David Bennett, who
ran the sale.

The most expensive of the jewels — an 11.7-carat, mar-
quise-shaped diamond ring — sold for $340,000. It had
been expected to go for between $136,000 and $204,000,
Sotheby’s said.

Callas married Meneghini in 1949, but later left him
for Greek shipping magnate Aristotle Onassis. Most of
the items on sale were given to Callas in the 1950s, dur-
ing the best period of her marriage and the peak of her
fame.

Former rapper has the animal blues
Roben 'Van Winkle, aka Vanilla Ice, wants his wallaroo

The 36-year-old performer, who had a *90s rap hit with
“Ice Ice Baby,” called animal con-
trol officials to report that a wallaroo
and a goat found wandering around
Port St. Lucie, Fla., belong to him.

They had escaped from his back
yard, city officials said.

He may have trouble getting his
pets back. Neither the wallaroo,
which is considered an exotic ani-
mal, nor farm animals such as the
goat, are allowed in Port St. Lucie.

They were picked up by animal
control after a woman reported
them, saying the wallaroo, a cross be-

tween a kangaroo and a wallaby, had
scratched her and kicked her car.

Van Winkle

Need a date? Serve on a jury

Sex therapist Dr. Ruth Westheimer thinks people
should know that jury duty has an upside that doesn’t get
talked about much: It’s a great way to get a date.

Westheimer, known as Dr. Ruth to her radio, television
and reading public, made her observation as she and
nearly 20 other celebrities marked Juror Appreciation
Day at the State Supreme Court Building in Manhattan.

“Jury duty is good way to meet men and women, a part-
ner,” Westheimer said.

Also on hand were former Mayor Rudolph Giuliani, At-
torney General Eliot Spitzer, Barbara Walters, comedi-
an Anne Meara Stiller, singer Rosanne Cash, recording
executive Clive Davis, NBC “Today” news anchor Ann
Curry and actors Sarah Jessica Parker and Matthew Bro-
derick.

All the celebrities have been called to jury duty, but
Giuliani is the only one who has served. In 1999, he be-
came the first New York City mayor to serve as foreman
of a civil jury that reached a verdict.

Stories and photos from wire services

Actress

glance at

greatness

Virginia Madsen
is getting raves after
ars of B-list roles

Virginia Madsen plays a waitress romanced by
the lead character in the

BY MARK CARO
Chicago Tribune

CHICAGO
f all of the times Virginia Madsen has been mis-
cast, perhaps her most ill-fitting role was as a
waitress in Chicago back when she was trying to
break into acting.

She worked, she said, mostly at “pizza restaurants, be-
cause I'd get fired from the fancy ones. I didn’t like all the
rules. I tended to speak my mind, which they don’t really
want you to do. I was a feminist, so 1 didn’t like the way 1
was being treated sometimes.”

Yet here she is in her early 40s with a career reborn be-
cause she’s so convincing as, yes, a waitress, in Alexander
Payne’s wonderful “Sldeways > While several of the roles
she took after moving to Los Angeles required her to re-
move her clothes, “Sideways” asked her to lose her make-
up and strip away artifice.

The result is a revelatory supporting performance that
finds Madsen shedding her blond-bombshell/B-movie
image and finally demonstrating the depth and craft she
learned in Chicago in the early 1980s. Oscar handicappers
are already touting a possible nomination for her.

hen Madsen returned for the Chicago International
Film Festival, Stan Adams, one of Madsen’s acting-school
classmates, rushed up to her. “That's the Gina I know,” he
enthused, using her familiar moniker of earlier days. “This
is the best you've ever done.”

Minutes earlier, during a Q&A after a screening of “Side-
ways,” an audience member had asked Madsen what her
big break was. “I really feel like this is my big break,” she
replied, “because I finally have a role that people can see
what I've always wanted to do.”

Her breakthrough comes at an age that finds more cele-
brated actresses tweaking themselves with Botox and plas-
tic surgery to give the illusion that they’re still in their 20s.
Madsen remains a knockout but a natural one; you can see
the lines around her crystal green eyes and on her face,
which actually has movement, as opposed to the fro-
zen-faced glam crowd.

“I remember the day John Jackson, the casting director,
showed me her 8-by-10 [photo] and said, ‘Look at her eyes.
Doesn’t it look like she’s been through it?” ” “Sideways” di-
rector Alexander Payne recalled. “And I said, ‘Why, yes,
now that you mention it

“I just believed that she could be a waitress. I believed
that she had been through a divorce and was on the mend.
Ibelieved the age. It's the age I wanted that had life experi-
ence. I just believed her.”

Madsen shares key qualities with her character, Maya, a
divorced California wine-country waitress who befriends
hard-luck novelist Miles, played by Paul Giamatti. Madsen
is divorced from actor-director Danny Huston and has a
10-year-old son with her former boyfriend, actor Antonio
Sabato Jr.

She also has weathered extreme ups and downs in her ca-
reer and personal finances, living in movie-star opulence
one year, seeing her house go into foreclosure in another.

Like Maya, Madsen has reached a point of rededicating
herself to her true passions.

“Tthink for so many years I was really miscast,” she said
en route to visit her old Chicago haunts on the morning
after the “Sideways” screening, “And I think that's why
sometimes it didn’t always really ring true, playing these
villains and these really sexy women. It’s like I was good at
it, 1 could do that, but something about it didn't ultimately

Madsen had a small role in the teen comedy “Class” in
1983, and shortly thereafter moved out to Los Angeles
along with brother Michael, who would achieve slgmflcant
success as a glowering character actor (“Reservoir Dogs,”
“Free Willy.”) David Lynch got a look at her 8-by-10 and
cast her in “Dune” (1984). She played Marion Davies to
Robert Mitchum’s William Randolph Hearst in the TV
movie “The Hearst and Davies Affair” (1985). But the turn-
ing point came with Wayne Wang’s “Slam Dance,” which
took full advantage of Madsen’s drop-dead face and seduc-

ive curves.

Although she had only three scenes in this erotic thriller,
the image of her wearing a black dress slit down the front
dominated the posters, including a giant one mounted
above Sunset Boulevard. “This was way before J. Lo,
baby,” she laughed.

From then on, she said, casting directors expected her to
walk in accompanied by sultry music. “I think I didn’t real-
ly realize the momentum that that sort of image had,” she
said. “I didn’t understand I had all this sexuality going on. I
thought I was kind of a conservative girl, and I wanted to
settle down and get married. And I did.”

But she also enjoyed the life that her image was buying
her. “I was really on the money train, and I was living a
pretty extravagant lifestyle,” she said. “I was living in this
unbelievable house, and I was taking care of a lot of people
and doling out a lot of cash and spending way more than
was coming in.”

Her biggest commercial showcase was Bernard Rose’s
Chicago-set horror film “Candyman“ (1992). “I went to the
premiere of that here in Chicago,” said Chicago-based
agent Harrise Davidson, who represented Madsen before
she moved to Los Angeles. “I thought, you know, this is a
B-movie and she deserves better.”

The highlight in “Sideways” is a beautifully written and
acted exchange between Miles and Maya in which the char-
acters bare their souls while discussing their wine pas-
sions. If either actor nets an Oscar nomination, that’s the
scene they’ll show.

at monologue just got me,” Adams said. “I thought,
it’s just her.”

Her friends and family share her “it’s about time” reac-
tion to Madsen’s “Sideways” triumph.

“She was just as wonderful last year as she is this year,”
said Elaine Madsen, Virginia’s mother. “You all are just no-
ticing.”

Still, the mother said the daughter has nothing to regret.

“She’s made a good living as well as being a good ac-
tress, and that’s somethmg that lots of actors and actresses
would like to say,” Elaine said. “She’s been blessed.”
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Tide Table NORTHERN JAPAN
Wednesday Today Wednesday
Mainland Japan TodY  ighTide OO 57139 46125 55037 45125
kosuka 43tam 3s0pm  523am  421pm Cloudsand | Cooler; some Clouds and | Colder: clouds.
Sascbo 750am. 733pm.  839am  812pm sunshine some sun;  |and sun
milder
che‘u sandSogupo 837 am.  g42pm. 920 am.  92¢pm
Sam  126pm  135am  213pm
Ok, Naha sam Soopm saam 53 pm | [SHANGHAT ToKYo
Guam, ApraHarbor  5:23am. 5:05pm.  628am 532 pm.
Today Wednesday Today Wednesday
Mainland Japan Low Tide 67153 64148 6151 63/52
Yokosuka 10:07 a, m 10:28pm.  10:49 am. 11:07 pm. Mostly sunny | Sun and some Plenty of Mostly sunny
121am 149pm  203am 235pm | [andnice |clouds sunshine [and nice
i tsandsogipio sogam 327pm 400am. 32pm
Kunsan 5am B06pm  B30am 855pm
Okinawa, Naha ooam 1120pm 11%5m none.
Guam, Apra Harbor  10:56 a.m. none  12:01 am. 11:49am SOUTHERN JAPAN
® For tides atother sites apply minutes below to Naha ides: Today Wednosday
-39, Sesoko Byochi: +11 high and low tide: g 64152 68149
Dovanor? g8 o Yondbare: Bucknot Bar 44 v 42 ow, China Plenty of sun | Periods of
clouds and
Today Wednesday Sun
Burma 77166 77166
HONG KONG. Clouds and | Partial
sunshine
BANGKOK 1808 doday Wednesday
Today Wednesday 7I64 75161
90773 90775 Clouds and | Mostly cloudy
Partly sunny, | Hot and humid Thailand | sun; nice
hot
! Philippines Today Wednesday
- 88177 8477
A Cambodia Partly sunny | Showers
7 13 mph Q and humid | around; humid
Today Wednesday %
X 4175 86177 A
Vietnanr Scattered Chance for a
“MUIFA” | showers ower
Malaysia
€. _
@ o QQ - As of 7 a.m. Monday Tokyo time
Extended Forecasts
TOKYO KADENA SEOUL MANILA HAGATNA
Thursday: Periods of clouds and Thursday: Showers, Thursday: Partly sunny, Thursday: Partly sunny, Thursday: Periods of clouds and
sunshine, high 74, low 63. high 39, low 28. high 88, low 77. sunshine,
high 57, low 46, Fnday Periods of clouds and sun-  Friday: Sunny, Friday: Partly sunny, high 88, low 79.
Friday: Partly sunny, high 46, low 35. high 88, low 77. Friday: Clouds and sunshine,
high 56, low 43 mgh 73, low 62 high 88, low 79,

Sunday’s USA Temperatures

ey HGHLOW  ciTY HiGHILOW
Albuguerque  53/38  Los Angeles  61/47
Amarillo 42/39  Little Rock 60/52
Anchorage 35126 Louisville 57/46
Asheville 62147  Miam 83/68
Baltimore 62144 Milwaukee 4530
Birmingham 65/57  Nashville 59/49
Bismarck 46/21  New York 54/46
Boise 3822  Omaha 4533
Boston 46/40  Orlando 81/60
Brownsville 87/72  Philadelphia  57/44
Buffalo 52135 Phoenix 67/53
Buriington 50134 Pitisburgh 55/40
Charleston, SC  73/58  Portland, OR  48/38
Charlotte 71/52  Portland, ME  44/33
Cleveland 5113  Saltlake City ~ 40/24
Columbus, OH ~ 55/39 St Louis, 51/38
Duluth 39/24  SanAntonio  75/62
El Paso 60/44  San Diego 61/49
Hartford 52137 San Juan 85/73
Helena 39720  Tampa 83/64
Indianapolis 52137 Tulsa 51/41
Jacksonville 82/60  Washington 62/48
Kansas City ~ 47/33  Wichita 46138
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U.S. Extended Forecast

will

quickly

O

occur

move

A large storm system exiting the
southern Plains will spread heavy
rain and perhaps some severe thun-
derstorms to portions of the lower
Mississippi Valley Tuesday. Showers
will also develop ahead of this storm
across the Carolinas. A few flurries
across  the
Rockies. High pressure will bring dry
conditions to the Northeast, as well
as the West. The storm system mov-
ing out of the southern Plains will
northeastward
Wednesday into the Great Lakes.
This storm will bring rain to much of
the East, with some snow moving
through the Midwest behind it. A
storm system approaching the Pacific
Northwest will bring some rain and
mountains snow to the region.

northern

Tuesday’s Pacific Temperatures

Tuesday’s World Temperatures

ary HGHLOW  CiTY HGHLOW  CiTY HIGHILOW ey HGHLOW  CITY HIGHLOW  CITY HGHLOW  CITY HiGHILOW
Bangkok 90/73 Iwakuni 66/50 Sasebo NB 65/52 Acapulco 91/74  Budapest 47/27  Kabul 65/35  Nairobi 79/53
Beijing 46/28  Kadena AB 77/66  Sapporo 55137 Athens 54/47  Buenos Aires 82/55 Kiev 28/25 New Delhi 84/52
Camp Casey §5/39  Kunsan AB 60/44  Seoul 57139 Auckland 64/50  Cairo 66/43  Kuwait 74140 Oslo 7/20
Christchurch 61/41 Kwajalein 88/79 Shanghai 67/53 Baghdad 57/30 Cancun 82/72  London 54/47  Paris 9/39
Diego Garcia 86/77 Manila 84/75 Singapore 88/77 Barbados 84/70  Cape Town 68/51  Madri 61/46  Rio de Janeiro 72/63
Hagatna 88/77 Misawa AB 55/41 Sydney 67/47 Barcelona 59/48 Geneva 46/41  Mexico City ~ 69/48 0/48
Hanoi 77181 Osan 57137 Taegu 61/43 Berlin 40/25  Istanbul 44/38  Montreal 44/31  St. Petersburg  22/12
Hong Kong 77164 Perth 81/63 Taipei 76/64 Bermuda 70/56  Jerusalem 59/46 Mogadishu 87/72  Stockholm 28/19
Honolulu 83/70 Pusan 62/48 Tokyo 61/51 Brussels 48/36  Johannesburg 79/58 Moscow 20113 Warsaw 8/23
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR/OPINION

First, live like an infantryman

T've been in the Towa National Guard
tor 21 years as an infantry soldier and non-

ommissioned officer. This is my third de-
ploymenl and second conflict.

During my first deployment I was in an
88M (motor transport operator) slot and
never received a driver’s badge because I
was infantry. I was offered and turned
down the Combat Infantryman Badge
after being under fire — I didn’t endure
the hardships of infantry personnel and
did not feel as though I was fulfilling the
requirements of an infantryman with my
position.

For this deployment I will receive the
CIB. T have spent 21 years training as a
grunt: sleeping on the ground, packing
what I needed on my back, walking every-
where I needed to go. I didn’t have assets
to bring me my gear. When it rained, I ei-
ther made my shelter or did without.

1 say, let’s put these people who want
the CIB in a group and let them forage for
themselves. I'm sure their morale, hy-
giene, field craft, and many other things
would be at the high end of the scale for

Tell us what you think

Stars and Stripes welcomes your comments on
editorials and columns that are published in the
newspaper, and values letters on topics of impor-
tance in the lives of our readers. Al letters must
be signed, and must include the writer's address
or base and telephone number. Please limit all
letters to 300 words. We reserve the right to edit
letters for length, taste and clarity.

Send your letters to:
U.S. Mail: International mail:
Readers’ Forum Stars and Stripes
Stars and Stripes 7-23-17 Roppongi
Unit 45002 Minato-ku

APO AP 96337-5002  Tokyo 106-0032

Via fax from ]apan 03-3408-8936;
DSN 229-3271

Via fax from outside Japan:
[Cw"z(?gmde +81] 3-3408-8936;

E-mail: letters@pstripes.osd.mil

T know this for a fact: I have taught the
Primary  Leadership  Development
Course. No one hangs around a grunt until

But, as always, there are some excep-
tions. The only one I can think of is where
a soldier from another MOS is put into an
infantry slot and trains, eats and sleeps as
an infantryman. Then that soldier might

meet the requirements.
Sgt. 1st Class Erman Mullins
Afghanistan

R&R may be in order

1 am writing in response to the writer of
the Nov. 13 letter “Suggestion for BIAP”
who was apparently displeased with the
large, white, intensely boring “blimp” that
flies in the area of Baghdad International
Airport.

There are a few things that should be
cleared up. A blimp is a free-flying, maneu-
verable, manned balloon. The balloon that
he finds so boring to look at is called an
Aerostat and is an unmanned, tethered bal-
loon, whose importance far outweighs his
visual objection.

If the only thing the letter writer has to
occupy his time in a war zone is simple
comments about big, white eyesores ob-
scuring the beauty of the Baghdad skies,
may we suggest rest and recuperation?
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We can do more to help when a GI dies

BY FRANK SCHAEFFER

arine Staff Sgt. Aaron White

was killed in a helicopter crash

on May 19, 2003, in Iraq. Here

is an excerpt from his last let-
ter home to his wife, Michele, and his baby
daughter, Brianna.

“What keeps me up at night is thinking
you may never know what you mean to me.

.. If I don’t come home, please tell Brianna
that her daddy loves her more than life. ..
Brianna, it breaks my heart to have to miss
your first birthday. I hope that you will for-
give me. .... I fall asleep every night with vi-
sions of you and your mommy in my head,
reminding me of all I have been blessed
with. T will be with you every day, if not in
body, then in spirit. I love you more than my
words could ever say.”

Aaron was killed two days after Brianna
turned 1. When an American in a military
uniform is killed, his or her family receives
a one-time death gratuity of $12,000. The
surviving family may also qualify for the
Survivor Benefit Plan, which is paid up to
age 62 or until the spouse remarries. The
SBP benefit amounts to 55 percent of the sol-
dier’s retirement pay, pay that is already so
low it qualifies many military families for
food stamps.

These “benefits” are contingent on fulfill-
ing many petty regulations. Michele did not
qualify for the SBP because Aaron was in
the Marine Corps just under 10 years. Sever-
al funher beneﬁts such as

Compensauon may pay out abou! $800 per

Doonesbury

‘month and $200 per child, depending on the
case. Michele did not qualify because of sev-
eral arcane technicalities. Michele and
Brianna’s medical benefits will end three
years from the date of Aaron’s death. But
Michele did receive some modest insurance
compensation, because Aaron paid for cov-
erage out of his meager salary.

A study by the Rand Corp. found that the
families of civilians killed in the terrorist at-
tacks of Sept. 11 received on average $3.1
million in government and charitable com-
pensation. The families of the firefighters
and cops who died received more; their av-
erage compensation was $4.2 million.

Our soldiers are being killed daily, but
most of us seem to feel little personal con-
nection with them. If we did, their widows
and families would be better compen.sated
Our idea of “supporting the troops” is to
stick magnetic yellow ribbons on our cars.
Those Americans who do not serve or do not
have family serving are disconnected from
our all-volunteer forces and their families.

Tknow. I didn't serve in the military, and
before my son unexpectedly enlisted in the
Marines, and then went to war in the Mid-
east for 11 months, I viewed our military as
mdde up of peaple who had little to do with

et strip away our yellow-ribbon senti-
‘mentality for a moment and admit the truth:
We treat our military like second-class citi-
zens. I'm glad the Sept. 11 families were gen-
erously compensated, but it's time to ask
why the family of someone who has done no
‘more for his country than show up at a stock
trading office on the wrong day should re-

Courtesy of Department of Defense

Frank Schaeffer and his son John wrote
“Keeping Faith — A Father-Son Story
About Love and the U.S. Marine Corps.”

ceive hundreds of times as much compensa-
tion as the family of a soldier who volun-
teered to leave his wife and child to defend
the rest of us.

Most of the dead from our wars in Afghan-
istan and Iraq are being buried in small
towns and in the blue- cnllar or middle- and
lower-middle-class sections of our cities.
Our politicians seem better able to identify
with the needs of stock traders’ widows than
with the needs of the families of our sol-
diers. This is a scandal.

In his second-to-last letter home, Aaron
wrote: “Believe me I am not having a good
time here. This is an ugly hasty land. I hope
lour] people appreciate the blood we are to
spill.” Judging by how we are taking care of
his widow and daughter, apparently the an-
swer is that we do not.

Frank Schaeffer's latest book is “Voices From the
Front: Letters Home From America’s Military
Family.” This column first appeared in The Wash-
ington Post.

BY GARRY TRUDEAU

e
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OPINION

A writer’s ‘war crime,” a Marine’s ‘survival’

he rule of the thumb for the last
century or so has been that for a
guerrilla force to remain viable, it
must inflict seven casualties on the
forces of the government it is fighting for
each casualty it sustains,
says former Canadian
army officer John Th-
ompson, managing direc-
tor of the MacKenzie In-
stitute, a think tank that
studies global conflicts.
By that measure, the
resistance in Iraq had a
bad week [last week].
American and Iragi gov-
ernment troops Killed at
least 1,200 fighters in
Fallujah, and captured
1,100 more. Those num-
bers will grow as mop-up operations contin-

Jack Kelly

€.
These casualties were inflicted at a cost
(so far) of 43 coalition dead (38 Americans),
and just over 300 wounded, of whom about a
quarter have returned to duty.
“That kill ratio would be in

Fallujah ranks up there with Iwo Jima, In-
chon and Hue as one of the greatest tri-
umphs of American arms, though you'd
have a hard time discerning that from what
you read in the newspapers.

The swift capture of Fallujah is taxing the
imagination of Arab journalists and — sadly
— our own. How does one portray a remark-
able American victory as if it were of little
consequence, or even a defeat?

For CNN's Walter Rodgers, camped out in
front of the main U.S. military hospital in
Germany, you do this by emphasizing Ameri-
can casualties.

For The New York Times and The Wash-
ington Post, you do this by emphasizing con-
flict elsewhere in Iraq.

But the news organizations that liken tem-
porary terrorist success in Mosul (the police
stations they overran were recaptured the
next day) with what happened to the terror-
ists in Fallujah is false equivalence of the
worst kind. If 1 find a quarter in the street, it
doesn’t make up for having lost $1,000 in a
poker game the night before.

The rebialance has suffered a loss of more

any [kind of] battle, but in an urban environ-
ment, it's revolutionary,” said retired Army
Lt. Col. Ralph Peters, perhaps America’s
most respected writer on military strategy.
“The rule has been that [in urban combat]
the attacking force would suffer between a
quarter and a third of its strength in casual-
ties.”

The victory in Fallujah was also remark-
able for its speed, Peters said. Speed was
necessary, he said, “because you are fight-
ing not just the terrorists, but a hostile global
media.”

than 2,0( out of a total force es-
timated by U.S. Central Command at about
5,000 (other estimates are higher) as well as
its only secure base in the country. But both
the Arab media and ours emphasize that the
attack on Fallujah has made a lot of Arabs
mad. By this logic, once we've killed all the
terrorists, they’ll be invincible.

“The experience of human history has
been the more people you ill, the weaker
they get,” Thompson noted.

For the Arab and European media, the old
standby is to allege American atrocities. In
this they have had invaluable assistance

LIS SINCO/Los Angeles Times

A member of Company C of the 1st Marine Batallion, 8th Regiment, conducts mop-up

duty at a house in Fallujah, Iraq, on Nov. 13.

from Kevin Sites, a free-lancer working for
NBC, who filmed a Marine shooting a wound-
ed Iraqi feigning death in a mosque his
squad was clearing. Al-Jazeera has been
showing the footage around the clock.

The mutilated body of Margaret Hassan,
the aid worker kidnapped in Baghdad last
month, has been discovered in Fallujah, as
have torture chambers.

Residents of Fallujah have been describ-
ing a reign of terror by the insurgents. But it
is the Marine’s alleged “war crime” that is
garnering the most attention.

The Marine did the right thing. The terror-
ist he shot was not a prisoner, was not at-
tempting to surrender, and was not a lawful
combatant under the Geneva Conventions.
The squad had other rooms to clear, and
couldn't afford to leave an enemy in its rear.

The San Jose (Calif) Mercury News de-
scribed how Lance Cpl. Jeramy Ailes was
shot to death on Nov. 15 by an Iraqi who was
“playing possum.”

“It's a safety issue, pure and simple,” ex-
plained former Navy SEAL Matthew Heidt.
“After assaulting through a target, put a se-
curity round in everybody’s head.”

Journalists quick to judge the Marine are
more forgiving when it comes to the terror-
ists. “They’re not bad guys, especially, just
people who disagree with us,” said MSNB-
C’s Chris Matthews.

And journalists wonder why we are less
popular than used car salesmen.

Jack Kelly is the national affairs writer for the
Pitisburgh Post-Gazette and the Toledo (Ohio)
Blade. A former Marine and Green Beret, he was a
deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force in the
Reagan administration. His column appears weekly
in Stars and Stripes.

Rumsfeld gets his (nonmilitary) man

WASHINGTON
efense Secretary Donald Rums-
feld last week won his fight to in-
stall his man, Francis Harvey,
as secretary of the Army.

In the midst of two and a half wars, at a

time when the Army
is struggling to trans-
form itself and must
use  extraordinary
methods to  find
enough soldiers to fill
the rotations to Iraq,
Rumsfeld selected a
man who’s never

Joseph Galloway

served in the military

or in government to

be the Army’s CEO.
Rumafeld told the

Army Secretary Les Brownlee, a retired
Army infantry colonel and a highly decorat-
ed combat veteran — that he “wanted a
businessman” to run the Army. Harvey, a
longtime Westinghouse executive, was
Rumsfeld’s second choice in 18 months of
bitter wrangling with some powerful sena-
tors.

Rumsfeld’s long fight with the senators
began in May 2003 when he fired Army
Secretary Tom White, a retired Army brig-
adier general, over White’s support of
then-Army Chief of Staff Gen. Eric Shinse-
ki (who angered Rumsfeld by saying that
several hundred thousand American
troops would be needed to occupy Iraq).
When the defense secretary tapped Air
Force Secretary James Roche, another de-
fense industry exec and a Navy and govern-
ment veteran, to take over the Army job,
he ran afoul of Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz.
McCain was demanding that the Air
Force and Roche hand over internal

e-mails on its plan to lease new airborne
tankers from Boeing, and when they
weren’t forthcoming he blocked Roche and
all Defense Department civilian nominees.

While all of this was dragging on, the
Army was left in the hands of acting secre-
tary Brownlee, who'd spent 18 years on the
Hill working for Sen. John Warner, R-Va.,
and the Senate Armed Services Commit-
tee.

Brownlee, who was awarded two Silver
Stars for heroism in Vietnam, spent the
last three Christmases with American
troops in war zones.

Although Brownlee may have been the
ideal candidate for the job he was already
doing, there was no way Rumsfeld would
nominate him. Rumsfeld was angry at how
McCain, and more recently Warner, had
thwarted his appointment of Roche to run
the Army. This time he’d have his way and

his man in that job.
Although the service secretaries are po-
litical they have

to run Army

the Pentagon under investigation by the
Jusme Department for his role in a $24 bil-
itive contract for 100 aerial

been chosen from the ranks of those
who've served the country in uniform, pref-
erably in the uniforms of the services
they’ve been picked to run.

Rumsfeld ground down his Hill oppo-
nents and got his way in the matter of Har-

vey.

On Nov. 16, the day Harvey was con-
firmed as Army secretary, the Pentagon an-
nounced the resignation of Air Force Secre-
tary Roche, the guy Rumsfeld originally
wanted to run the Army. There was the
usual official statement about how Roche
had planned to stay only one term and
what a wonderful job he’d done.

Roche, another hard-nosed defense in-
dustry businessman of the sort the defense
secretary seems to like so well, will leave

refuelmg tankers from Boeing.

The Air Force’s chief negotiator of that
deal and many others, Darleen Druyun,
also negotiated herself a $250,000-a-year
job with Boeing. She’s been sentenced to
federal prison. The former chief financial
officer of Boeing pleaded guilty for his role
in hiring Druyun before she retired from
the Air Force.

Rumsfeld himself seems secure in his
job as secretary of defense for another
year, perhaps longer, in the new Bush Cabi-
net, even though he and the neoconserva-
tives around him bear particular responsi-
bility for failures of both planning and exe-
cution in securing and rebuilding Iraq.
Joseph Galloway is the senior military correspon-
Gent for Knigl Newspapers and co-author

of the na(mna"I best-seller -we wers Soldiers Once

Mallard Fillmore
WHAT THE fack ABE
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Deathbed confession

SOMERVILLE — A

deathbed ~murder
confession from a woman
led to the discovery of her
husband’s remains inside a
freezer at a storage facility,
where his body has been for
atleast six years, authori-
ties said.

Moments before she
died, the woman told one
of her children that
she killed her hus-
band in California several years
ago, Middlesex District Attorney
Martha Coakley said. The children
informed police.

The woman apparently put the
body in a freezer and shipped it
from California to

2N

ROUNDUP

several years ago, Coakley said.

e slaying may have taken
place up to 14 years ago, because
that was when the woman appar-
ently began telling her children
that their father had been killed in
a car accident, Coakley said.
Names of those involved have not
been released.

Matchmaker lawsuit

BALTIMORE — A federal

jury awarded a woman
$434,000 in damages after she
sued an Internet matchmaking ser-
vice that introduced her to her abu-
sive husband.

In what was described as the
first lawsuit of its kind in the coun-
try, Nataliya Fox of Loundon Coun-
ty, Va., sued Encounters Interna-
tional of Bethesda, alleging fraud
and negligence.

The Ukrainian woman met
James Fox through the internation-
al matchmaking agency. They mar-
ried in November 1998, less than
three months after they met. He
‘was 34; she was 27.

Bay garbage removal

HONOLULU — State and

federal wildlife workers re-
moved about five tons of garbage,
fishing nets and other debris from
Kaneohe Bay.

Divers will return to the bay to
remove the remaining one ton of
net that can choke coral reef, trap
sea turtles and snag propellers.

Fishing nets that break free or
are discarded at sea can drift for
months and even years, collecting
everything in their path, officials
sai

“When these things come ashore
they work just like a bulldozer,”
said David Gulko of the Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resourc-
es. “They bulldoze through a reef.
They kill the coral.”

Abortion clinic shooting

INDIO — A Southern Cali-

fornia teenager was convict-
ed of attempted murder for shoot-
ing his pregnant girlfriend at the
clinic where she went to get an
abortion.

Jeffrey Cameron Fitzhenry, 17,
was convicted. The shooting April
29 left the 16-year-old girl a quadri-
plegic, and the fetus was declared
dead three days afterward.

The victim, identified only as
Sara S, testified Fitzhenry repeat-
edly threatened her, saying that
she was “depnvmg him of his un-
born child.”

When she entered the clinic,
Fitzhenry followed her, argued
with her, and shot her in the neck,
she said.

The jury also found Fitzhenry
guilty of assault with a deadly
weapon and enhancements that
‘make him subject to a sentence of

life in prison. A
is set for Jan. 6.

hearing

Faulty police research

ST. LOUIS — City officials
acknowledged 2003 crime
figures were way off. What looked
like a drop in crime to historic lows
turned out to be a 4 percent rise.
1t was an “honest mistake,” Po-
lice Chief Joe Mokwa said at a
news conference, blaming the
error on a change in the way re-
ports are filed. He said he learned
of the mistake in June but didn’t
tell Mayor Francis Slay until re-
cently.

Police officials realized they had
failed to count 5,760 crimes; the
number of murders cited in the
original report was off by only one.

The department corrected the
figures in its report to the FBI in
July, but made no effort to publi-
cize the changes.

University recruitment
ALBUQUERQUE — Mi-
nority students make up

just over half of new freshmen at

the University of New Mexico for
the first time in the school’s histo-

Colonial cooking

Canandaigua, N.Y., Primary School
third-grader Zachary Saxton puts
some determination and muscle into
grinding up a chunk of sugar taken
from a big block of sugar while

participating in an open hearth
cooking class held at the Ontario
County Historical Society. The
students learned how a cake would
have been made about 200 years
ago in a colonial-period kitchen.

ry. UNM enrolled a
record 3,086 fresh-
men this fall. That in-
=% cludes 1,550 Hispanics,

American Indians and

other ethnic minorities.
Overall, minority students
make up 47.5 percent of
18,027 undergraduates this
fall — up from 45 percent

Dark days ahead

BARROW
northernmost
American community of 5,000 saw
the last sunshine it will see for
more than two months. Barrow’s
next sunrise will be January 23.
Ben Frantz, general manager of
the Barrow Utilities and Electric
Cooperative, said the city lights
are working well and ready to help
residents through the prolonged
darkness.

This
North

Funky odor lingers

PHILADELPHIA — An ol-

factory offense sent offi-
cials sniffing for the source of a
stench that wafted across Philadel-
phia.

‘A mysterious invisible cloud car-
ried an odor that left sour faces
and perplexed officials in its wake.

Emergency dispatchers began
receiving hundreds of 911 calls
about the strong smell.

Transit officials, fearful of a gas
leak, evacuated a subway line in
South Philadelphia for about 45
minutes.

Authorities collected air sam-
ples, phoned nearby refineries and
checked the pressure of natural
gas lines, trying to determine if
there had been an industrial mis-
hap.

“We don’t know what it is. But
we’ve gathered enough samples to
know that it’s not toxic. It's just of-
fensive,” said mayoral spokeswom-
an Barbara Grant.

Fraternity suspended

WILLIAMSBURG — The

College of William and
Mary has suspended a fraternity
chapter for allegedly hazing a
freshman whose blood-alcohol
level was reportedly more than
four times the legal limit for driv-
ers of drinking age.

The student fell and was injured
in the recent incident, which also
resulted in charges against six
members of the Sigma Alpha Epsi-
lon chapter. Each was charged
with hazing and contributing to the
delinquency of a minor, college of-
ficials said.

The 17-year-old student, who
was pledging SAE, was taken to a
hospital Oct. 21 after suffering se-
vere cuts and bruises to his head
and ear from falling down a stair-
way in the fraternity house, an in-
vestigation by the college and the
fraternity’s national office found.

The student, the probe found,
had a 0.37 percent blood- alcohol
level when he arrived at the hospi-
tal. In Virginia, the legal intoxica-
tion threshold for drivers age 21
and over is 0.08 percent.

Orange ban lifted

SACRAMENTO — After

months of negotiations,
American trade officials say South
Korea is ready to lift a
seven-month ban on oranges from
Tulare and Fresno counties. Fruit
from the region was rejected after
Korean inspectors suspected it
might be infected with a harmful
fungus. Additional precautions re-
quired under the deal would raise
growers’ costs about $50 an acre.

7 Sophie Cahill, a first-grader at
Thanksglvnlg feSt Sargent School in Beacon, N.Y.,
hides behind her paper turkey as she sings a Thanksgiving turkey song
with the 1st Grade Turkey Wobblers at the school. The school hosted its
annual Thanksgiving luncheon, which featured entertainment and food
service by the students for local senior citizes

Sandhill cranes, which are beginning their fall
migration back to Florida from northern areas of the
nation, drink from a watering trough at a University of Florida farm near
Gainesville, Each year, thousands of the birds stop at the 65-acre
research farm operated by the university’s Institute of Food and
Agricultural Sciences, and some birds remain in the area year-round.

Rest stop
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Paddling open water

Lifting off

the three-day festival.

A pair of hot air balloonists begin their
ascent in Chandler, Ariz., during the first
annual Arizona Balloon Festival. More than 50 balloon teams gathered for

A kayaker paddles across a calm Canandaigua Lake under cloudy skies

arade prep

Volunteer Jeanne Meecham paints
a star in Waverly, Neb., that is to
become part of a float destined for
the 20th annual Star City Festival
parade to be held on Dec. 4.

GOO se necks : smnll flock of Canada geese pauses while feeding in a field near Great Falls, Mont.

Is is a major resting area for migrating waterfowl at this time of year.

Duct tape day care

HUDSON — A family

whose 8-month-old girl
was duct-taped to a wall by a day
care worker has agreed to settle
their lawsuit against the day care
center’s owner and former employ-
ees for $200,000.

Jordan Wardle, now in kinder-
garten, still suffers from night-
mares and eating problems be-
cause of the incident in 2000 at A
Place to Grow day care center in
Hudson, said her mother, Johanna
Wardle.

According to a report by state in-
vestigators, the center’s director,
Diane Davis, said she had been
talking to a parent about the versa-
tility of duct tape and decided to
find out if it really did “work on ev-
erything.” Jordan Wardle was not
physically injured.

Davis was sentenced to 2V2 years
in prison for assault and battery,
but she served just one week after
a judge suspended the remainder
of her sentence.

The day care owner, Suzanne
Foley, was barred from opening
more day care centers for three
years after the incident. She’s now
president of six A Place to Grow
centers in eastern Massachusetts.

Toy duck dispute settled

N SPRING HILL — Town offi-

cials have restored a wom-

an’s business license weeks after

accusing her of trying to sell a sex

toy — a vibrating yellow-ducky
sponge — at a flea market.

The Nashville suburb agreed to
allow Katherine Williams to keep
the license for her Passions & Plea-
sures intimate gifts business if she
does not display her wares in pub-
lic.

Town officials had threatened to
cite Williams for violating the sexu-
ally oriented business

reached a settlement with Central
‘Vermont Hospital.

Just before the deadline for fil-
ing post-trial motions, lawyers rep-
resenting the hospltal and Douglas
and Allison Moyes of Barre Town
reached an out-of-court settle-
ment. The agreement cancels the
outcome of a two-day trial that was
held in Washington Superior
Court.

The case began when Allison
Moyes learned during a routine
prenatal checkup in March of 2001
that the fetus she had been carry-
ing for 20 weeks had died. She
‘went to the hospital, where labor
was induced and she delivered the
62-inch-long, S-ounce fetus.

The hospital lost track of the pa-
perwork indicating that was the
Moyeses” wished to bury the re-
mains, and the fetus was discarded
as medical waste.

No elephant retirement

ROYAL OAK — Winky and
‘Wanda’s tale of pachyder-
mic woe won’t wane.

The American Zoo and Aquari-
um Association denied Detroit Zoo
director Ron Kagan’s final appeal
to send the two aging, arthritic ele-
phants to one of two U.S. sanctuar-
ies where they could roam hun-
dreds of acres.

Winky and Wanda instead ap-
pear to be headed to the Columbus
Zoo.

Kagan announced the sanctuary
plan in May, citing evidence sug-
gesting zoo enclosures of any size
fail to meet elephants’ extraordi-
nary physical, social and intellectu-
al needs. The voluntary decision to
give up elephants primarily on ethi-
cal grounds drew widespread
praise from the public and animal
‘welfare groups.

The association, however, up-
held a September directive by a

after she set up a table at the flea
market, but they could find no wit-
nesses who would testify to seeing
her display. A week later the town
told Williams it was suspending
her business license.

Williams said the vibrating yel-
low-ducky sponge was a child’s
toy, and she sued the town.

Library offenders heware

BAY CITY — Keeping li-
brary books too long could
soon land some readers in jail.
Frustrated librarians want the
worst offenders to face criminal
charges and up to 90 days behind
bars.

The library director is asking
the Bay County Library Board for
permission to seek arrest warrants
for offenders who ignore repeated
notices. The board plans to consid-
er the crackdown next month.

One patron from Bad Axe owes
$1,190 for 73 items — mainly sci-
ence-fiction books — hoarded for
more than a year, the director said.

Patrons keep an average of
$25,000 in overdue materials out of
the library system each year, offi-
cials said.

Bahy not medical waste

MONTPELIER — A couple
whose stillborn baby was in-
advertently treated as “medical
waste” nearly three years ago has

charged with
elephants in AZA-accredited insti-
tutions to send 51-year-old Winky
and 45-year-old Wanda to Ohio.

Country club racism

LOUISVILLE — Ken-

tucky’s Human Rights Com-
mission can now investigate pri-
vate country clubs to determine if
they deny membershxp based on
race, a right granted via a state Su-
preme Court ruling that examined
the clubs’ eligibility for tax deduc-
tions.

‘The commission already had the
right to look into the practices of
public clubs.

The go-ahead came from the
high court, which settled a de-
cade-long legal fight over the agen-
cy'’s effort to investigate three
clubs.

In a 6-1 ruling, the panel said the
General Assembly empowered the
commission to investigate both
public and private clubs 13 years
ago when it revised the tax code.
At that time, legislators decided
members of clubs that discrimi-
nate cannot deduct their dues as
business expenses.

At odds with the commission are
the Pendennis Club in Louisville,
the Louisville Country Club and
Idle Hour Country Club in Lexing-
ton. They expressed disappoint-
ment with the decision and said
they were reviewing their options.

Stories and photos from wire services
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unsustainable. Then, later, it will fall
10 you to clean up the mess.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
You've got a poetic gift! Wite a
passionate letter! You could woo
someone through language or song.
By putting pen to paper,
you see your thoughts
more clearly and may
decide it's time to change
some of them.

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). It has
been said that wisdom is
knowing what should be
done and virtue is actual-
ly doing it. You embody
both characteristics in big
and small ways. Some-
times, this means not
answering your cell
phone in public.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
Someone with a quick wit might
entertain you, but be wary about
getting too involved. Guard against
being a follower. Manners and class
equal putting the comfort of others
before your own.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). A sudden sense of peace
catches you off guard and causes
you to slow down. Maybe you don't
have to try and cram in all those:
errands! You're so relaxed tonight,
you actually let contentment settle
into your bones.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). In order to accomplish what
you've said you will accomplish, you
need more manpower. Training,
trusting and rewarding others will be
atheme of the day if you're to set
yourself up for success.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Identify problems so you can obiiter-
ate them. After all, anxiety is not fear
of something but fear of nothing at
all. Its ot knowing what to be afraid
of that's debiltating. Give your
“enemy’ a form so you can get rid of
it

Horoscope

With Venus at the south node and
the moon at the north node, relation-
ships are shaken out of automatic
mode. Looking back at a
very first meeting or an
early phase of a relationship
is enlightening — if only we
knew then what we know
now, how would we have
acted differently? There’s a
chance to rectify an action
or apologize, too.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(November 23). Love
connegtions get even stron-
ger this year, as you pursue
your ambition with great
passion. You simply won't
quit, and that makes you attractive
to people who would like to help
you. A financial opportunity opens
up in January. You may feel undecid-
ed about what to do until a new
person shows up in February who
dictates a course of action.

ARIES (March 21-April 19). A
step on the stairway of learning is
featured. Make sure you understand
the changing responsibilities that
ccome your way, preferably before
you agree to them! Realistic budget-
ing now will allow you to travel later.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20). A
principle of economics called Stein’s
Law may help you process the
madness that is your life today:
“Things that can't go on forever,
don't.” But instead of trying to just
get through i, laugh in the moment.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
Your sleeping dreams are colorful
but nothing compared to your wak-
ing ones! Be careful with whom you
share them, as practical, well-mean-
ing folks could rain on your parade
just when you need a cheerleader.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Sometimes, things are more right
when they go all wrong. You'l
emerge from a humbling scenario
as a better person. Look for opportu-
nities to bring in additional income
through part-time or overtime work.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Be the
Voice of reason! Beware of macho
posturing from people around you.

Holiday Mathis

4

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
You are just where you need to be.
Know this — believe it at a deeper
place in your psyche. Your sense of
calm helps you deal with a million
little details that need to be ad-
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Across Down 26 “— good deed”
1 Mallard's cousin 1 Snare 27 Wapiti
5 Scoundrel 2 Franc replacer 28 Beluga
8 Summer cabin site 3 Help a hood product
12 Cartoonist 4 Piece of 29 Ms. pigey?
Goldberg instruction 31 Indivisible
13 “Tobacco Road” 5 Punjab potentate 34 Went like
character 6 Rib relinquisher Columbus
14 Samoan port 7 Middle X or 07 35 Well-financed
15 Belligerent deity 8 Convenient ?fg-? )
16 Big scores in computer 36 "l — lineman ...
Vegas 9 Vulgate Bible bks. 37 EIf
18 Capital of 10 Friends and 39 Bay
Brandenburg neighbors 40 Clumsy craft
20 Restless 11 Hassle-free 41 Vanished
21 La-la preceder 17 Former Patriots’ 42 Mirth
22 Long March leader owner Victor 43 Bread spread
23 Astronaut- 19 Get dressed in 44 Skunk's
turned-politician 22 Chart - ﬂe'eg‘se .
26 Dulling influences 23 Separation oy block name
46 Colleen

24 Caustic solution
25 Producer (Suff.)

Answer to Previous Puzzle

30 Thumbs-up vote

31 “Alley —"

32 Privy

33 Character

36 Distorted

38 Mimic

39 Mischief-maker

40 Texas A&M athlete

43 Winning and
winning

47 check

49 Concept

50 Bender?

51 Doctor's due

52 Apparel

53 Gardener’s starter

54 Youngster

55 Piccadilly statue

48 Sternward

CRYPTOQUIP

OWVFG ucu M GEB QRFL

UGOYWOGO YHGPEB, w

NRGOO HV G QWNLP OCB
LG'O CMGEOG PH MGEOG.
Yesterday’s Cryptoquip: IF A DOCUMENTARY
ABOUT FISH 1S GREAT, | GUESS YOU MIGHT
DESCRIBE IT AS FINTASTIC.
Today’s Cryptoquip Clue: M equals V
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Buying the ring a complicated thing JUMIEBLE

Dear Abby: “Deb in Knox-
ville” asked who should buy the
ring if the woman proposes. T
think the groom should buy the
ring for the bride, and the bride
should buy the ring for the
groom, no matter who proposes.
It should be their gift to
each other.
— Joyful
in Alpharetta, GA.
Dear Joyful: My ears
are “ringing” from the
many comments I've
received regarding that
letter. Read on:

Dear Abby: vour
answer to “Deb in Knox-
ville” was right on. You
advised her that if the
‘man is a gentleman, he
should buy it. And if he refuses,
she should enter the marriage
with her eyes wide open and no
illusions about what her future
will be.

Even though my husband
popped the question to me, he
never bought me a ring. It was

Dear Abby

an indication of what was to
come. He is the world’s worst
cheapskate.

I can count on one hand the
number of gifts he has given me
over the years. He is equally
withholding emotionally. When I
was single, I never thought that
such things were impor-
tant in a relationship. I
was wrong. It's been a
Tonely life.

— Lonely in Dixie

Dear Lonely: In your
case, the lack of gifts is
less important than the
absence of what they
stand for. You have my
sympathy.

Dear Abby: My
girlfriend tells me that
it is tradition that the man buys
the woman a ring, and the
woman buys the man a watch.
‘What a great tradition! Have you
heard of this?

— Bob in Chicago

Dear Bob: No, so I called

Dawn Moore, the West Coast

regional director of Chopard
Jewelers. She informed me that
awristwatch is the “traditional
offering” from the woman to the
man at the time of the engage-
ment or the wedding,

(What a clever way of ensuring
he makes it to the church on
time!)

Dear Abby: “Deb in Knox-
ville” asked who should buy the
ring if the woman proposes. Yuu
replied that you're old-fashi

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,

one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

HOTOT

No more. It's
too complicated
7

He only uses
D fresh ingredients
,,/: ﬁ

I need a
number four

©2004 Tribune Medax
All Rights Resorved,

HOBAR

ervices, Inc

LI O

and the man should buy it if he’s
a gentleman. I disagree! If the
woman asks, she should buy the
ring. Not only that, but she
should present that ring to him.
What's good for the goose is good
for the gander.

— Equal Opportunity Engager

Dear Engager: Thank you for
stating the opposing point of
view.
Letters for this column — with you
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.0. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Widow finds disturbing book

Dear Annie: vy
husband, “Lester,” was
killed in an auto acci-
dent last month. Yester-
day, I finally received
the last items from his
car.

When I went through
them, I found a paper-
back book that was
disgusting, pornograph-
ic trash. The loss of my
husband has been over-
whelming, but finding this book
was a new low.

Tknew Lester was addicted to
pornography. It affected our
intimate life together because
he was more interested in por-
nography than in me. Three
years ago, a former high school
classmate sent Lester topless
pictures of herself, and he start-
ed e-mailing her. My trust evap-
orated, and our 14-year mar-
riage was on the rocks. A mar-
riage counselor helped us work
through our problems, and
Lester agreed there would be

Annie’s Mailbox

no more porn.
1 thought our ma
riage was OK again,
but after finding that
X-rated garbage in his
car, T have doubts that
anything Lester ever
said or did was true.
Lester always told me
he loved me. He told
our friends he adored
me. Now I think he
may have been lying.
Since he’s not here to defend
himself, how am I supposed to
get through the pain of losing
him so suddenly in the accident,
and then losing him again
through this betrayal?
— Heartbroken

Dear Heartbroken: This must
have been quite a shock for you,
and it no doubt turned your
world upside-down. Please don’t
look backward and rehash every-
thing Lester said and did in an
effort to spot the lies.

Lester’s behavior was, to a
certain extent, beyond his con-

trol. It doesn’t mean he wasn’t
trying or that he loved you any
less. You need to have faith in
that and forgive him. If you still
cannot manage to do that, ask
your doctor to refer you to a grief
counselor.

Dear Annie: 1 wonder if you
could answer a trivial question
for me: On which side do you
place the open end of the pillow-
case when making up the bed?
Does it go toward the outside or
the inside? Thanks.

— Florida Flounder

Dear Florida: The open end
goes toward the outer edge of the
bed, where it can be seen. Many
edges are embroidered and
meant to be noticed. You're
welcome.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to

AMRUTE

THE BLSY COOK
STOPP

(L] )

PPED USING
i umble com THE HERB FZEOIPE
BECAUSE

YONNEA

Now arrange the circled letters to

(1

form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

. <
00000
AN NN AN AN

(Answers tomorrow)
HURRY  EQUATE  JETSAM
What the cop turned physician did for his
patient’s pain — "ARRESTED" IT

Jumbles ABIDE
Answer:

Yesterday's

Family Circus

©2004 Bil Keane, Inc.
v G R osias Sy

write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

GRAFELT

Dennis the Menace

‘:wiw.

“I like it when the lunchroom is
noisy. | can’t hear people chewing.”

©Gary Larson

“GRaNPA 545 WD AT RETIRED, HE STILL HAS

THO 085..HES YOUR DAR, AN MY GRANDPA."

The Far Side

The shark on the a0
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SCOREBOARD

AFN-TV & Radio

Tuesday
rts, 4:30 a.m.—College basketball:
Ir\vuaﬂor\a\ quar\erﬂna\ Texas at
e basketball:
Mau\ \nvmaﬂonalauarterﬂna\ lowa vs. Louis-
wl\ Lahaina, Haw:
-Sports, 9 a.m.—College basketball:

Duke at avv Son.

Mam

Mnmhx oo
AFN-Adantic, AFN Rmﬂo Okinawa/Korea,
lan ot kansas City

s‘ e basketbal

yiatn Invlta el W mal

Vounﬂq . North Carolina at L ahal
'AFN-Sports, 1:30

Maui Ir\v:tanona\ quarteﬂma\ Rmtord
Tennessee at Laliana, Hawal

5157 hmAuto
el ICup Ford 400 dlg).
Rt SR RCEeSy (B

AFN-sports, 11 p.m.—College football:
chhwgan St.at Penn St. (did).

times Japan and Korea Standard Time;
ad mmcates delayed broadcast. Al istings
are subject to change. Some radio broad:
caste r\o( SaTABIEin Al Gress. Vst
afn.net for more information.

Pro football

racing:

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East
W L T Pct PF PA
New England 810 889237 152
N.Y. Jets 730 700212 165
Biffalo 46 0 a00 180 183
Miami 1§ 0 111123 186
South
Indianapolis 73 0 700339230
Jacksonville 6 4 0 1600 166 181
45 0 444 185 223
Honeatee 48 0 400 186 212
North
91 0 .900 240 161
730
et 180
Clevelan 370
West
Denver 73 0 .700233 167
San Diego 63 0 lg67 262 173
AR B
Ransas city 0 333 257 238
iaTioNAL cour:nzuc:

=
-
3
2

A
38 152

philadelphia 810
LY. 5 4 0 5518 158
Washington Rt
Dallas 70 1300 172 282
Snlnh
Atianta 2 0 778194 184
Tampa Bay § 88 R
New Orleans 460 o02iog
Carolina 70 300 19 222
mmh
Minnesota 40 500 264 246
Green Bay 48 83
Detroit 36 0 400 183 216
Chicago 46 0 400 165 200
West
seattle 5 4 0 .55 206168
St Louis 55 0 500220 254
Arizona & 0 400177 214
San Francisco 5 0 100 175 296

day's games
Baltimore 30, nauas 10
Buffalo 37, t. 7

Indianapoli 4F Chicago 10
4, New Orleans 13

Bittsburgh 19; Cincinnati 14
Tampa ay 35, zé San francisco 3
Miamrat

San
Al

Diego m
Wasmngton a( th\aﬁelphva

e qame
New Englang S Ranses Gl
rsday's games
Indianapolis at nemm
Chicago at

Tennessee at Hou
Washington af Pmshurgh
ol at N.Y. Giants

y Nov. 28

elpl
Ceveisrerat Sincirinag
San Diego at Kansas City
‘Tampa Bay at Carolina, 1 p.m.
Jacksonville at Minnesota
New Orleans at Atlanta
Buffalo at Seal
N.Y. Jets at Ari
Miiami at San Francisco
Baltimore at New England
Oakland at

londay, Nov. 29

St. Louis at Green Bay

College basketbal
Men’s Top 25 fared

sunday
1 Kansas (1-0) did not play. Ne
Jogephs Tuesda

ke FOrEst (20 did notplay. Next: v

: vs. Saint

Vel ongay:

et Yech 10)id not lay Nextvs
leaga

" szhna @ 13’ not play. Next:

vs;Brigham Young, Mo
Syracuse A play. Next: at
Sieha 83t oy,

oSlinoi "08) vs. Florida AGM. Next: vs.

dand. Mich. Wedne:
S Bhinorma state -3} not play. Next:
v Arkansas il Roc
/o e BT Nt vs.

ut (1-
Florida mmnmmnal Tuesday

gan, Wednesday.
o Duke U @ iid not play. Next: vs. David-

ay.
11 M\sslss\pp\ State (-1 beat Nicholls
e 9859, Noxt: vs. Missouri-Kansas City,

5 inigan state (1-0)did ot play. Next:
isconsin-Green Bay, Tuesday.

14. Louisyille (1-0) did ot play. Next: vs.
fowia, Monday,

15 aryland 1-0) did not play. Next: vs.

Mercer, Tuesta

el Teas (1) did not play. Next at Chami-

ay.

"7 Phisburgh (1.0) g ot play.Next: vs.
Robert Morris, Wedne:

13, Alabams (1-0) . NnnhTexas Next: at
Aigska-Anchorage, Wedne

il Carafiia State <3 %

Nexi: Vo Carapoell Py

50 Noize Bame (1.0) ald not lay: Next:vs.
Inlana:Purdue-Fort Wayne, Tuesday.

21 Viisconsin (10) did ndt play.
ué San a, Tuesday.
WS himaton 0.8 i ot lay.Next:vs.

tah, Thursday.
2 florida (1) did not play. Next: v. Flori-
lay.

Heantic, Tue
(3 8 %id ot play. Next: vs. Ar-
Kansas State, Tesgay.
25 Gonzada (10) VS. Montana. Next: vs.
Idaho, Wednesday.

Sunday’s mens’s scores

Gallaudet 62 Vesmva ;3
tanh 5.8 bakota st 00
Phwladelgﬁwaes St Thomas Aquinas 53
163, Rhode Island Coll. 82

not play.

foxt: vs.

Hofstra 69, Fla. International 6
Mississipg! st o8 Nicholls St &
Roanoke b1, Goucher 68
S33fh Carolina 87, W. Carolina 61
E. Kentul §73 Dayton
Sansylles], éoastal Solina 80
fi
AirForce 67, Ao ot 41,
"TOURNAMENT
BP Top of the World Classic
ifth

lace
Portiand 14 Georgia Southern 6

rst Round
s. lllinois 83, Augus(anaHl 59
ina Classic
hird Place
Louisiana Tech o Hine e
U Tp-oft Toumament

cl
Nazareth, N.Y. 80 N e

rd Plac
New Paltz 86, Washington & Lee 73

Saturday’s men’s scores

ampionship

Wooster 74,Ohig Northern

Ohio Doinican 85 Campbelsyile 82
“Top of the World Classi

inals
New Mexico st. o Northwestern 61
UCF 55, Utah St. 52

Georgia Southern 78, Alzska Hehbanks 75
Portland &7, i Michlgal

onanp
Babson 75, Hamilion 67

ird Place
Middlebury 55, 0beriin 23

cfay Cassic

et

Elizabethtown &3, Sctanton 1

ird Place
Washington, Mg, 81 Pern St Wiliams. 57

cey Ford Classic
ARk
Nyack 97, St. Leo 84,

io
Buzz Ri ﬁlal Slasslc

Calvin 87, Eastern esm
‘Chuck Resler Invitational

ampionship

Rochester 75, Stevens Tech 61
ird Place

Denison 85, Fredonia St 13

hampronsh i
Columbia 76, Morehead St 5

Mount st Mary's, P Congwiood 55
Days Inn Tip-Off Tournament
s
Baldwin-Wallace 55, Gettysburg 57
“Third Place
Mary Washington 70, FoU;Florham 58
im Thorpe Classic
i
Georgia st 70, southern Miss. 68
evada 88, Colo-Colo, prings 33

Marywood 84, aapns?'am\e B 79

Nazareth, v, 85, Washington & Lee 61
s Hall o

nshi
Geneva 92, Huntinoton 50 'F
North counlrhlnvllaﬂnnal

T
Clarkson 59, Hilgert
par

Michioan 73, Austn Peay 59
Winthrop 89 0y 80
"Stite Behrend Tip-off
" SChampionshi
Adrian 63, Penn St Eerend

r
BethanyW.va. o1, Case Res
Wepsi Biue & cold Classlc

Marquette 66, Kent St. 61
i Plue
Binghamton 57, Sam Houston St. 44
t Classic

Champior
Sirmingham-Soithern o7, Mar

Northeastern 8, comen s
s Markets Tip-0ff
wonsh-
anna

Kings, Pa. 61, S5 uel

Staten sland 78, Elmira ¢3
‘Ramada Inn Invi

rst Round
QId Westoury 107, 5. Vermont }5

. John Fisher 99, Cazenovi

‘Champlonship.
Kean 74, Drew 47
¥, Wood Tournament

Marymount, Ve T Hntera 71

Third Place
W-New Englgnd o2, Rarwic 4o,
lary

Vale 92, Hartford £0
jyndham Reading

Champions}
York, Pa. 85, Albrght 76,
Delaware Valley 102, Mount Aloysius 98

Women's AP Top 25 fared

L Tennessee (L oS4 Carolina state.
Next: s, Gearge Washington, fuesday.
Next: vs.

Georgia.

( ) at
NG T Tanessce Tnu riday.
ol 30 S0 beat Southern Mississippl
80.35; Next: at Temr\e, uesd:
Cony 1 Tost 19" No. 9 North
caroron ST (et

vs. Soutf Florida,
ednosda. Bec. 1
, Seorala (L) did not play. Next: vs.
idaho at Honolulu, Frida
Duke did not play. Next:
Adsthn

e
) at Baific. Next: vs. East-

ern Washington, Tuesday.

or 0-1)' 1 did not play. Next: at Missis-
sippratate Tudsd

- North Carolina (3.0) beat No.4 Connect-

cut 7165, Next: vs. Charleston Southern,

i
0-Ohio state (3-1) did not play. Next: vs.

vale, Saturday.
e (4-0) did ot play. Next: vs.
caloiago State, Mon ay.
2. Texas Tech (0-0) did not play. Next: vs.
2, Monda

5: Vanderbilt (1-0) did not play. Next: vs.
savannah State, Monday.

£ Winnesota (3 1) md not play. Next: at
creighton, Sunday, N
15, M\chlgan Sihte 0:0) beat No. 18 Boston
College §2-78, OT. Next: vs. Utah at Honolulu,

16 Burdue (1-0) beat ndiana:Purdue-Fort

H

vs.

Wayne 107-39. Next s Thursday.
" Rutgers (10 g
South Dakota state, Thuy
1. Boston College (1 l)losno No. 15 Michi-
tate Next: vs. Quinnipiac,

(1-0) vs. DHJEJ:&"E

sin-" M\IWEUKEE,
Ok\ahoma (2 0) heat 1Ynxas State 76-57.
Anmna B3 cRd ot Sy, NeXt: at YU,
3, Penr\ State (0-3) lost to Villanova 73-65.

PP,
0 racin

3 Todd Bodine, Ford,

Ron Hornaday J

19) Mike

(9) Shane Hmiel,

(2
(29) Mike Wallace,
- (1) Casey Mears,

03

% ) Reed Sorenson, Dodge, 203, $43,275.

VEatt Kenseth, Ford. 205,
) .+ Chévrolet, 203,

7) Joe Nemechek, Chevrolet, 203,
(2) Martin Truex Jr., Chevrolet, 203,

. (17) Grea Biffle, Ford, 203, $22,500.
1; (22) Michael Waltrip, Chevrolet, 203,
[

35) David Stremme, Chevrolet, 203,

0) Jason Keller, Ford, 202, $30.255.
9) Ashton Lewis Jr, Chevrolet, 202,

5) Stacy Compton, Ford, 202, $24,465.
icLatighlin,~ Ford, ' 207,

6) Justin Labonte, Chevrolet, 202,

) Kasey Kahne, Dodge, 202, $18,960.
6) Kenny Wallace, Chevrolet, 202,

1) Hermie Sadler, Chevrolet, 202,

(14) Tim Fedewa, Chevrolet,

. Chevrolet,

A g ) Stanton Barrett, Chevrolet, 201,

1) Robert Prossley, Ford, 201, $21,645
ord, 201,

Bodge, 201,

- (16) Mike Bliss, Chevrolet, 201, $36,815.
30) Jimmy Spencer, Chevrolet,” 200,

537,525,
250,

202,
202,

JRECH
20,805,

s19,i85,
255,89 wally pallenbach Jr., Ford, 200,
e 0. (31) Brent Sherman, Dodge, 200,
s§ David Ragan, Ford, 199, 1o,
2. (40) Stan Chevrolet, 199, $18.740.
7Aaron ke, Dodge, 167, sfses%
3 8 paul Venard #, heurolet, 18, o
i
gz& Tny Raines, Chevrolet, 172, acci-
dent, $20610.
(43) Steve Grissom, Chevrolet, 163,
8 Robby Gordon, Chevrolet, 158, acci-
.'(20) Johnny Sauter, Chevrolet, 118, acci-
dent, $20,485.

d
sion,
41

mure 26,1

3 @ It Bowyer #, Chevrolet, 96, acci
a0 sfazy Derrike Cope, Ford, 96, transmis-

(34) Eric Jones, Ford, 78, accident,
$18%35) payid Green, Chevrolet, 67, engine

90,
g ) jennifer Cobb, Chevrolet, 2, acci-
dept,

Yime ot vacer3

% Vet
Mears 10-13: M. Truex Jr.
69-74; K. Harvick 75-141; R,

c Mears LM, Kenseth 144-
ick 162; M. Waltrip 163; k.

ndings:
G

average speed; 110482 my .
ours, 45 minutes, 22 sec-

o 1% Busch79'C

seth

Horriaday or. 142:
160 M. Waltrip
ar.

M, Truex Jr,
65 R, Hor!
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ATP Masters Cup

Saturday

At The West Sid Tennis Club
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usch races to
extel Cup title

BY MIKE HARRIS
The Associated Press

HOMESTEAD, Fla. — Kurt
Busch overcame a broken wheel
early in Sunday’s race and came
back to win the closest champion-
ship in NASCAR history.

Busch had to go into overtime
to win it, with a late caution flag
forcing NASCAR to run four
extra laps to finish the race under
a green flag. It made no differ-
ence, though, as Busch held on to
finish fifth and wrap up the Nex-
tel Cup title by just eight points
over Jimmie Johnson and 16 over
Jeff Gordon.

The new champion came into
the season-ending Ford 400 lead-
ing Johnson by 18 points and Gor-
don by 21. It looked as if that
might not be enough when the
right front wheel broke on his
Roush Racing Ford, nearly put-
ting him into the wall separating
the pit lane from the racetrack on
the 93rd of 271 laps at Home-
stead-Miami Speedway.

Somehow, Busch kept his car
off the wall, made a stop for re-
pairs and managed to stay with
the leaders, finally fighting his
way back. That was just good

enough for the 26-year-old driver
to win his first Cup title. The clos-
est previous 1-2 finish came in
1992 when Alan Kulwicki beat
Bill Elliott by 10 points.

“It's an unbelievable deal,”
Busch said. “This is what a team
does to win a championship. They
persevere on a day such as this.

“All year long we've done
things like this, whether we put
ourselves in a hole or had a small
problem. I just can't believe we
were able to overcome all that tur-
‘moil today.”

The championship battle was
too close to call through most of
the race, with the lead changing
several times — sometimes on
consecutive laps. At one point,
with 75 laps remaining, the top
four drivers were separated by
only nine points.

Johnson and four-time champi-
on Gordon gave it everything
they had, finishing second and
third after Greg Biffle grabbed
the lead on a restart on lap 270
and held off Johnson in the last
race in NASCAR’s new 10-man,
10-race playoff-style champion-

ship.
“With the 97 behind me there
at the end, I knew the champion-

'

26-year-old Kurt Busch picked up his first NASCAR championship

Sunday. Said Busch:
does to win a champion:

ship was out of the question and I
was just racing Jeff for second,”
said Johnson, who had won four
of the last five races coming into
the finale.

Gordon failed to lead a lap in
the race and said he knew he
didn’t have the car to win.

“We gave it a heck of an effort,”
Gordon said. “We had a flat left
rear that really got us behind and

an unbelievable deal. This is what a team
"

we fought all day long. We strug-
gled a little bit there at the begin-
ning and got better and better.”
Busch had to overcome mistakes
and mechanical failures several
times during the Chase for the
Nextel Cup championship but
won the title by being the most
consistent of the contenders, fin-
ishing in the top 10 in nine of the
10 events.

Woods ends drought with win in Japan

The Associated Press

MIYAZAKI, Japan — Tiger
Woods won his first stroke-play
tournament in more than a year
Sunday, capturing the Dunlop
Phoenix by eight strokes after
closing with a 3-under-par 67.

Woods entered the final round
with a 10-stroke lead and had five
birdies to finish at 16-under 264
in the $1.89 million event, the rich-
est on the Japan tour.

This was Woods’ second title
this year following the Match
Play Championship in February.
The last time he won a
stroke-play tournament was in Oc-
tober 2003.

“I feel great,” said Woods, who
led from the first round. “To have
won on this course and at this
event with all the great past cham-
pions is a great feeling.”

Woods, who overhauled his
swing this year and lost his No. 1
ranking to Vijay Singh two
months ago, had gone a ca-
reer-high 20 stroke-play tourna-
ments without a victory. He dis-
missed the notion he has been in
aslump.

“It hasn’t been that long since I
won,” he said. “The last three or
four months I've been close to
winning. Going through all the
changes T've made with my golf
swmg, it was just a matter of

Japan s  Ryoken Kawagishi
shot a 65 to finish at 272 while
South Korea’s K.J. Choi also had
a 65 for 274.

Woods recorded his first birdie
on the par-3 No. 3 when he hit a

7-iron to 2 feet. He birdied Nos. 8
and 9 before adding two more on
Nos. 13 and 16.

Woods, who won for the first
time in Japan, finished eighth in
this tournament two years ago. In
other appearances in Japan, he
was 15th at the Casio World Open
in 1998 and second at the 2001
World Cup, when he paired with
David Duval.

Woods said he wasn’t con-
cerned that a victory on the Japan
tour won't be considered impor-
tant in some circles.

“But just the way I played here
with four solid rounds is enough
for me,” he said. “I don’t worry
about sending messages, I'm just
very excited about the prospects
for next year because of the way I
played here.”

Woods has now won titles in 10
countries.

“I think it's important to be a
world player,” he said.

England wins World Cup title

SEVILLE, Spain — Paul Casey
putted exceptionally well and
teamed with Luke Donald to lead
England to the World Cup title
Sunday with a one-stroke victory
over Spain.

The two combined for an
8-under-par 64 and had a total of
31-under 257 at Real Club de Golf
de Sevilla. The Spanish team of
Sergio Garcia and Miguel Angel
Jimenez closed with a 66.

The Irish team of Padraig Har-
rington and Paul McGinley fin-
ished with a 65 for third, three
strokes behind England. Defend-
ing champion South Africa with
Rory Sabbatini and Trevor Im-
melman shot 68 to finish six be-
hind.

The Netherlands (68) and Aus-
tria (67) finished eight back. The
United States, featuring Scott Ver-
plank and Bob Tway, shot a 72
and was 10 behind along with
Sweden (72) and Germany (68).

Sunday’s format was the more
difficult alternate shot, with
Casey and Donald splitting the
$1.4 million first-place money.

Garcia and Jimenez started a
stroke ahead of England and de-
spite support from almost 16,000
fans were unable to defeat their
English playing partners.

Spain was a stroke behind En-
gland after 15 holes, but on the
16th Jimenez pushed a poor tee
shot into rough just short of a
lake, and Garcia dumped his ap-
proach into the water on the par-5
hole. The Spanish took a bogey 6
— Garcia missed a S-foot putt to
save par — to end their chances.
England birdied the hole.
Sorenstam wins 8th title of year

WEST PALM BEACH, Fla. —
Annika Sorenstam didn’t win any
style points, just another trophy.

Sorenstam outlasted Cristie
Kerr in an intense duel Sunday at
the season-ending ADT Champi-
onship, beating her with a bogey
on the first hole of a sudden-death
playoff to win for the eighth time
this year.

“I was so nervous the last two
holes,” Sorenstam said. “I wanted
to do it so badly.”

Sorenstam birdied the 16th
hole to catch Kerr, and missed a
12-foot birdie putt on the 18th
that led to the third playoff in the
nine-year history of the tourna-
ment.

Kerr, who had not made a
bogey in 44 holes, hit a marginal
drive that left her a 7-wood into
the 18th green in the playoff. Off
a sidehill lie, she pushed it badly
into the water, then missed the
green with a sand wedge and
‘wound up with a double bogey.

Once Kerr was in the water, So-
renstam only needed to hit the
green. Instead, she pulled it left
and hit a spectator, keeping the
outcome in doubt for a while long-
er. Sorenstam chipped down to 5
feet above the hole, and when
Kerr tapped in for double bogey,
the Swede only had to two-putt to
win.

So ended another spectacular
year for Sorenstam — eight victo-
Ties, just over $2.5 million and
more evidence that she is the
‘most dominant player in golf.

It was her S6th career victory,
moving Sorenstam past Betsy
Rawls and into fifth place. Her
next target is Louise Suggs (58),
with the record 88 victories by
Kathy Whitworth still a long way

ff.

off.
Both players finished at
13-under 275 and had to a chance
to win in regulation.
Karrie Webb and Carin Koch
each shot 69 and finished third at
280.

Federer
extends
streak

BY MICHAEL A. LUTZ
The Associated Press

HOUSTON — Roger Federer
won a record-tying 38-point tie-
breaker after rallying from a 1-4
deficit in the second set to defeat
Marat Safin 6-3, 7-6 (18) Saturday
in the semifinals of the ATP Mas-
ters Cup.

The tiebreaker lasted 26Y> min-
utes and was the third to reach
20-18 since the system started in
1970. Premjit Lall won a tiebreak-
er by that score against Bjorn
Borg in the first round at Wimble-
don in 1973, and Goran Ivanisevic
did the same against Daniel
Nestor in the first round of the
1993 U.S. Open.

“P'm happy to win that tiebreak-
er; it was very special,” Federer
said. “That was really fun. It was
going back and forth and there
were only big points. The level of
play was very high. It’s not like
we were giving each other those
points. The whole match was
great”

The top-ranked Federer will
play for his 11th title of the year
on Sunday against Lleyton
Hewitt, who won the final 20
points against a deflated Andy
Roddick 6-3, 6-2.

Federer extended his record
against top 10 opponents to 22-0
dating to last year’s Masters Cup,
but it wasn’t easy.

After rallying to force the tie-
breaker, Federer fought off six
set points and wasted seven
match points. But the Swiss star fi-
nally ended it on his eighth match
point, when 2000 U.S. Open cham-
pion Safin sailed a forehand long.
Safin’s double-fault set up that
last point.

“Pm already happy with the
tournament,” Federer said. “I
came in not sure of how it would
be because of the injury, and I
hadn’t played in a while, but I've
won all my round-robin games
and if T could win back-to-back
champlonshlps, that would be fan-
tastic.”

Safin broke Federer in the sec-
ond game of the second set and
moved on to a 4-1 lead. Federer
held in the sixth game after fight-
ing off two break points and then
broke Safin in the seventh game
on Safin’s forehand error.

“I was probably going for too
much because I knew I have
Roger Federer on the other side,
so I had to do something extra,”
Safin said. “I didn’t really make
any huge mistakes in the tie-
break. I was unfortunately, a little
bit nervous. I had to wait more for
a good opportunity.

“QOtherwise I don’t regret any-
thing from the tiebreak, even
though I had six break points.”

Hewitt trailed 2-1 in the second
set and was serving when he took
complete control, holding at love
and not dropping another point
the rest of the way.

Roddick went into that matchup
determined to volley more than he
usually does — but that didn’t
quite pan out. Hewitt, like Rod-
dick a former year-end No. 1 and
U.S. Open champion, improved to
4-1 against the American.



PAGE 26 )

L]

* STARS AND STRIPES -

Tuesday, November 23, 2004

Defending champ UConn rolls in opener

13

Connecticut’s Charlie Villanueva (3) dunks over Buffalo’s
Yassin Idbihi during the first half of the Huskies’ 90-68 win

Saturday in Storrs, Conn.

The Associated Press

STORRS, Conn. — Emeka Okafor
and Ben Gordon are gone, but Con-
necticut’s latest inside-outside combi-
nation showed it can be just as po-
tent.

Rashad Anderson scored 23 points,
hitting 4 of 9 from 3-point range, and

Josh Boone got
all his 18 points

from the paint in
Top 25 Huskies’
roundup 90 68 win over

Buffalo on Satur-
day night.

It was the sea-
son opener for both teams as the No.
8 Huskies began defense of their
NCAA title, overpowering Buffalo
early with strong post play and a
crisp transition game.

The Huskies wasted little time put-
ting this one away. Boone and Ander-
son combined for 11 points in UCon-
n’s opening 13-2 run.

“We really jumped into them, took
away their dribble screens and of-
fense that they run so well,” UConn
coach Jim Calhoun said. “Obviously,
we did a wonderful job of that in the
first half.”

Buffalo, a preseason favorite in the
Mid-American  Conference, didn’t
make consecutive baskets until there
were five minutes left in the first half.
The Huskies led by as many as 24
and took a 47-24 lead at halftime,
holding the Bulls to 25.8 percent
shooting.

No. 9 Kentucky 77, Coppin St. 46:
New guards Patrick Sparks and
Rajon Rondo combined for 21 points
and led a strong defensive effort for

host Kentucky.

Chuck Hayes added 12 points and
13 rebounds for the Wildcats, who
are 87-15 in home openers, includ-
ing 26-3 in Rupp Arena.

Sparks scored nine of his 12 points
in the first half, when Kentucky took
a 40-18 lead. Sparks also added five
rebounds and three assists.

Sparks and Rondo — one of four
heralded Kentucky freshmen —
keyed a defensive effort that forced
22 Coppin State turnovers. Rondo
finished with nine points and five
steals.

No. 11 Duke 88, Tennessee-Mar-
tin 46: In Durham, J.J. Redick and
Daniel Ewing each had 20 points to
help Duke win its season opener.

Sheldon Williams added 13 points
and 15 rebounds, and Shavlik Randol-
ph scored 11 for the Blue Devils, who
broke open a fairly tight game at the
half to open coach Mike Krzyzewski’s
25th season in style.

‘With only eight recruited players —
including freshmen David McClure
and DeMarcus Nelson — Duke was
picked to finish fourth in the Atlantic
Coast Conference behind Wake For-
est, North Carolina and Georgia Tech.
They played down to those expecta-
tions for most of the first half, leading
39-25 after shooting only 32 percent
— including 4-of-16 on 3-pointers.

No. 14 Louisville 89, BYU-Hawaii
79: Taquan Dean and Larry O'Ban-
non each scored 18 points for Louis-
ville, which came from behind on the
road in preparation for next week’s
Maui Invitational.

The game also marked the return
of Louisville coach Rick Pitino to Ha-

waii. Pitino began his coaching ca-
reer at Hawaii as a graduate assis-
tant in 1974-75 and was an assistant
coach in 1975-76.

The Cardinals rallied from a 45-38
second-half deficit behind tough de-
fense and the scoring of Dean, who
had 11 of his 18 points in the final 20
minutes. Louisville forced 24 turn-
overs and scored 15 points off 12
turnovers in the second half.

Louisville faces Iowa in the first
round of the tournament Monday at
the Lahaina Civic Center.

No. 17 Pittsburgh 81, Howard 55:
In Pittsburgh, Chevon Troutman
scored 18 points and the Panthers
showed off a new look offensively in
their season opening victory.

Pittsburgh started three regulars
from last season’s 31-win team, but it
was freshman Ronald Ramon who
added a different twist to a team that
relied on a physical defense while
making made three successive trips
to the NCAA round of 16. He quickly
hit three 3-pointers against a
pulled-back Howard defense to help
the Panthers build a 40-15 halftime
lead.

No. 21 Wisconsin 77, Penn 44:
Mike Wilkinson scored all but two of
his 19 points in the second half and
Brian Butch had a memorable debut
for host Wisconsin.

Butch, a 6-foot-11 redshirt fresh-
man who spent last season bulking
up, had 10 points and four rebounds.
Wilkinson, the only returning starter
for the Badgers, added 11 rebounds.

Tim Begley led the Quakers (1-2)
with 19 points, eight boards and five
assists.

Sweet night: Wright scores decision over Mosley to retain titles

The Associated Press

LAS VEGAS — Shane Mosley
made the rematch closer, while
‘Winky Wright made sure the re-
sult was the
same.

Wright
used hlS right
jab to pile up
pmms early
in the fight,
then held on
to win a majority decision by the
closest of margins Saturday night
to retain his WBA and WBC
light-middleweight titles in a

Sports
briefs

hard-fought bout.

The fight was strikingly similar
to the first between the two in
March, when the underdog
Wright controlled the action from
the outside and won a decision. In
the rematch, though, Mosley land-
ed well inside against the favored
Wright and the fight was still in
doubt going into the final round.

Wright won the final round on
two of the three scorecards and
the fight by a 115-113 margin on
two scorecards. The third judge
had it 114-114.

The fight was so close that had

Mosley won the last round on one
other scorecard, it would have
been a majority draw.

Mets, Benson
agree to terms
NEW YORK — Kris Benson
and the New York Mets completed
more than three months of negotia-
tions, agreeing Saturday to a $22.5
million, three-year contract.
Benson’s deal includes a $2.5
million signing bonus and a $7.5
million club option for 2008 with a
$500,000 buyout. If the option is ex-
ercised, the contract would be

worth $29.5 million over four sea-
sons.

The deal is subject to Benson
completing a physical, which is
scheduled for Monday in New
York.

New York wouldn't confirm the
agreement, only that it asked Ben-
son to have a physical. Contract de-
tails were provided by a person
with knowledge of the negotia-
tions who spoke on the condition
of anonymity.

Benson was acquired by New
York from Pittsburgh on July 30.
He went 4-4 with a4.50 ERA in 11

starts with the Mets, leaving his
record at 12-12 with a 4.31 ERA.

Moses strikes gold

in World Cup opener
DURBAN, South Africa —
World record holder Ed Moses of
the United States won his second
event in as many days, capturing
the the 100-meter breaststroke
Sunday — the final day of the
opening event of swimming’s

World Cup season.

Moses — who holds the world
short-course records for the 100
and the 200 — won the 200 on Sat-
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‘Inspired’ Pacers six-pack
puts up fight against Magic

With top scorers suspended, Indiana comes up short

The Associated Press

INDIANAPOLIS — Using a
makeshift roster a night after
brawling with fans, the Indiana
Pacers pressed the Orlando
Magic until the very end.

Limited to just six players be-

stands or on the court at the end
of the Pacers-Pistons game,
began serving their suspensions.
Wallace’s suspension will start
at home Sunday night against
Charlotte.
Before Saturday's game, the
A reminded fans that

cause of ind injuries,
the Pacers stayed close before
dropping an 86-83 decision to Or-
lando on Saturday night.

“We had guys who had never
played as a unit in_an N
game,” Indiana coach Rick Carl-
isle said. “I'm disappointed. We
went out there to win the game,
even given these unusual circum-
stances.”

With leading scorers Ron Art-
est, Jermaine O’Neal and Stephen
Jackson suspended indefinitely

by the NBA

earlier in the

-7 day following

the fight in De-

roundup RS
short-] handed

Pacers started

alineup of reserves and managed

to stay with the Magic.

Grant Hill hit four free throws
in the final 12 seconds and fin-
ished with 28 points to lead Orlan-
do.

“Coming off the events of (Fri-
day) night right away instead of
having a few days in between
probably helped them,” Hill said.
“I didn’t think it would be that
close.”

Fred Jones scored a ca-
reer-high 31 points and rookie
David Harrison added 19, also his
best with the Pacers.

“We played a very inspired In-
diana team,” Magic coach Johnny
Davis said. “They gave us all we
could handle.

“We were preparing for the
other group, so we had to make
adjustments on the fly. The Indi-
ana Pacers laid their hearts out
there tonight. We were lucky to
get out of here with a win.”

Artest, 0'Neal, Jackson and De-
troit’s Ben Wallace took part in
one of the worst brawls in U.S.
sports history Friday night.

The league and police were in-
vestigating the melee. Artest,
O'Neal and Jackson, who threw
punches at spectators in the

P,
anyone throwing objects or going
onto the floor would be arrested.

Rockets 91, Clippers 86: At
Los Angeles, Tracy McGrady
scored five of his 32 points in over-
time, helping the Houston Rock-
ets beat the Los Angeles Clippers.

The Rockets, who lost four of
their last five, opened a four-game
road trip with their seventh
straight win over the Clippers.

Bobby Simmons scored 20
points and was one of five Clip-
pers in double figures.

Jazz 92, Hawks 79: In Atlanta,
Carlos Boozer had 20 points and
11 rebounds, and Utah pulled
away in a victory over Atlanta.

Utah made 11 of 12 free throws
in the final 4:18 to fend off a come-
back attempt by Atlanta, which
twice pulled within five points in
the fourth quarter.

‘Mehmet Okur scored 18 points,
and Andrei Kirilenko blocked
seven shots.

Al Harrington led Atlanta with
17 points.

Cavaliers 100, Bobcats 84: In
Cleveland, LeBron James scored
25 points, Jeff McInnis added a
season-high and Cleveland
won its sixth straight.

Zydrunas Ilgauskas added 12
points — 10 in the second half —
and 12 rebounds for Cleveland,
which beat the expansion Bob-
cals for the second time in three

Gérald Wallace had 15 points,
and rookie Emeka Okafor 13 for
Charlotte, which has lost six in a

TOW.

The Cavaliers have only had
two longer winning streaks since
1997. They won seven straight
last season and reeled off 10 in a
row in 1997.

Timberwolves 99, Hornets 94:
In New Orleans, Eddie Griffin
scored 23 points and Kevin Gar-
nett had 20 despite a shoulder in-
jury to lift Minnesota over win-

Raptors rally
past Spurs

The Associated Press

TORONTO — Lamond Mur-
ray scored all 13 of his points
in the fourth quarter, helping
the Toronto Raptors overcome
a 20-point deficit in the second
half to beat the San Antonio
Spurs 96-91 Sunday.

Rafer Alston had 20 points,
a season-high 11 assists and
seven rebounds for the Rap-
tors, who ended a five-game
losing strez
Toronto ended San Anto-
nio’s six-game winning sf
by outscoring them 33-9 in the
final quarter.

Tim Duncan had 26 points
and 15 rebounds for the Spurs.

Raptors star Vince Carter
scored just four points and
didn’t play in the fourth quar-
ter, but Murray picked up the
slack by going 6-for-7 from the
field in the period.

less New Orleans.

Sam Cassell scored 12 first-half
points and finished with 20 after
attempting only four shots in Min-
nesota’s previous game.

Lee Nailon scored 21 points in a
reserve role.

Wizards 97, Nets 86: In East
Rutherford, New Jersey, Larry
Hughes scored 10 of his 22 points
in the fourth quarter as Washmg-
ton earned its first victory in New

Jersey since 1999.

Antawn Jamison added 27
points for Washington, which had
lost eight straight in the Garden
State.

Grizzlies 100, Warriors 87: In
Oakland, California, Stromile
Swift scored 20 points and had 12
rebounds.

Bonzi Wells added 17 points as
the Grizzlies won on the road for
the second time in three games.
Lorenzen Wright had a sea-
son-high 11 rebounds, and Mike
Miller had 13 points.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference

Atianti

oronto 5 6 455 —

Philadelphia 4 5 a4 —

oston 3 4 429

New York 3 5315

New Jersey 2 1.2 2
Southeast Division

Miami 73700 —

Orlando 6 3 667 %

Washington 5 4 556 14

Atlanta 2 1 m a

Charlotte 1705 5
Central Division

Indiana 73 700

Cleveland 6 3 667 %

Detroit 4 4 50 2

Milwaukee 3449 M

Chicago 0 7 .00 5%

Western Conference
Southwest Dlvlilnn

Pct 6B
Dallas %5 o
San Antonio 8 2 800
Houston 5 6 .455 3%
Memphis 4 6 400 4
New Orleans 0 8 000
rthwest Division
Seattle 91900 -
jtah 730 2
Minnesota 5 3625 3
Portland 4 450 a
Denver 4 5 au 4
Pacific Division
Phoenix 7208 -
Sacramento 5 4 556
Clippers 5 550 2%
LA. Lakers 5 5 500 2%
Golden State 280 Sk
aturday’s game
Houston 91, LA. clmpers .0
Utah 92, Atlanta
Cleveland 100, cnanme 8
Orlando 86, Indiana 83

Washington o, New Jersey 86
Minnesota 99, New Orleans 94
Memphis 100, Golden State &7
iay's games
Toronto 96, San Antonio 91
Phoenix at LA. Clippers
Seattle at Boston
Philadelphia at Miami
Charlotte at Detroit
Cleveland at New York
Houston at Portiand
Dallas at Denver
Milwaukee ot Sacramento
Ghicago ot LA Lo
days games

San Antonio at Memphie
Minnesota at Dallas
Chicago at Phoenix
New Orleans at Utah

Tuesday's games
Boston at Indiana
Toronto at Washington
Detroit at Charlotte
Atlanta at New York
Portland at Miami
Seattle at Minnesota
New Jersey at Denver
Houston at Sacramento
Milwaukee at LA. Lak
New Orleans at Golden state

Saturday
Rockets 91, Clippers 86

HOUSTON - Jackson 613 33 16, Taylor
2:3 14, Yao 3-9 46 10, McGrady 8-2
1553, Ward 16 2.2 5. Mukombo 00 0.0,
e 36 1.2 8 Howard 35 0.0 6 Nachbar 0-3

Padgett 0-0 0-0 0, Bowen 0-0 0-0 0. To-
30,99 21 81

LA, CLIPPERS — Simmons 6-9 7-7 20, Brand
81833 19, Wileox 411 35 11, Maggette 513
2.413,Jaric 2-10.0-0 4 Moore 1-50-02, Livin
Sion 613 2 Rebraca 1-1 22 4. Totals
33801823

Houston 25 20 20 17 9-91
LA. Clippe 172328 14 4-56
Three-

Point Houston
Qa3 Lue (5 Ward 15 aekson T 6
Nachbar 0-2), LA. Clippers 2-8 ($immons 1-1,
Maggette 1-3, Jaric 0-4). Fouled out—Yao,
Wilcox, Simmons, Rebounds—Houston 57
QPaylor 9) LA Clippers &7 (Brand 10) A5
ists—Houston 18 (McGrady 5), LA. Clippers
ST Garco). Totalfouls—Houston 35, LA. ]
pers nicals—Houston” efensive
Firee Second: A~ 18,255 (16.964).

Jazz 92, Hawks 79

YTAN - Kirlenko 48 34 11, Baozer oL
22 20, Collins 23 14 5, Arroyo 2-10 4-4
Giricek 510 0:0 11, Bell -9 0.0 8, snyder 2-4
0-0 4, Borchardt 1-2 0-0 2, Eisley 2-4 00 4,

ATLANTA — Harrington 821 1.2 17, Walker
164-9 15, Collier 3-7 1-4 7, Anderson 3-6 23
8 Diaw 12 0-0 3, Drobnjak 2-3 0-0 4, Ivey 0-5
000, Barry 3.4 0-0 7, Childress 6-13 2.3 16,

MCCGy 0:0'0-2 0, Delk 14 0-0 2 Totals 321 8l

2128 20 23-92
Atlanta 1927 17 1679
“Three-Point Goals—Utah 3-10 (Giricek 1-1,
Okur 1-2, Arroyo 1-3, Kirilenko 0-1, Bell 0:

Eisley 0-2), Adanta 17 (Childress 2:4 Diawi

Lz, Bary 1. Walker 15, Harrington 0

lvey 6, pel 0 05 Fouled o R

s Ui 55 trenko 34, At

(nGton ) ASSIStsr Utan 3 (A1ToY0 9

Atlanta 16 (Walker 4). mal fouls—Utah 17,
Atlanta 28. A—11,986 (19,445).

Cavaliers 100, Bohcats 84

TIE - Wallace 5:10 56 15, Okafor
6127 Knight 16018
5, ki

CHARLOT
§l21213 Brerecs.
s

i
Otals 51185 1730 84,
CI.E ~ James 11:20 3:4 5, Gooden

, Diop 1-10-02, Wag-

R 62508 Totale 2376 3138 100
Charlotte 281915 22- 84
Cleveland 23 25 32 20-100

, Thvee-Point Goals—Charltte 5-10 (Bogans
e 1.1, S.Smith 12, Kapono 1-4),
clevenandz -7 Gicinis 23, pamwc L1 Wag'

, Jam
Dounds—chariotis 6o Brésec 12), Cevciand
57 Ulgausias 12). Assists—Charltte 15
(Knighe. ), Cleveland 2 tal
fouemchriotte 24, Caveland i
Cals-Tigauskas, Mcinnis. A— 18,045 (20,562).

Magic 86, Pacers 83

ORLANDO il 10-16 5-10 8, Howard 2:3
28, stevenson

YoEeY
6, Garrity 1-4
Kasun 1 lu 02. Tolal535 3015385,

INDIANA. - JJones 35 5 12, Croshere
oy namsonmsnw,rmnes 1225

2431, Gill'3-10 128, L Edwards 13 0-02. To-
tals 30-70 18-20 83.
Orlando 26 20 19 2186
Indiana 20 24 21 18-83

Three-Point Goals—Orlando 3-13 (Tu
026, Gaty
ones

rko-
4, Francis 0-3), Indiana 5-16
-1, Jjones 1 e

n, 8
Crosnere: &3 Total s~ Orando 18, 1n:
diana 20. A—17,317 (18,345).

Wizards 97, Nets 86

WASHINGTON — Jamison 9-17 7-8 27, Jef-
fries 35 2:4 8 Haywood 211 0:0 4, Hughes.
Lea 7 Arenas 04 1. . uffi b2 00
5 bodiar 34
& 07 B\ake 01000 ro«als:l 71 29 3797,
EWi 6, Col-
ST S B Mouring G 2 14 Je"erson
818 56 22, Planinic 6-10 2-3 14, Scalabrin
iliams 14100, Best 3856 11,
,0:2 00, Vaughn 0

000, Totals 31-70 22.26 86.

Washington 25 27 15 3097

New Jersey 2320 26 17-86

Three-Point _ Goals—Washington 614
(Hughes 2-3, Jamison 2-4, Peeler 1-1, Dix:
12 Jeiries 0, Arenas 0-3) New Jersey 2.1
Qefferson 1-2, E.Williams 1-2, Scalabrine 0-1,

on iams at
Best 0-1, Storey 0-1). Fouled out—Planinic,
Best. Rebounds -} Washmgmn 43 Geries &)
New lersey 50 (Collins 11, A

ington 15 (Arenas 3), New ersey. gEya
1ams 9. Total fouls— Washington 22, New Jer-
ey 25, Technicals—Mourning. A~14.365

Timberwolves 99, Hornets 94

MINNESOTA  Szczerbiak $-130:0 11, Gar.
n 1100 2, casseH
755 30, sprewel 1 7123 Madsen 1-2
2 Hassell (20:00, Hudso
73415 Grifin 16140 023, Carter 04
Tota\s 39 77 15 9.9,

Lynch 24 0-1 5, Bro
153 10 \diore 35000 Armstrong & u
4513 Wesley 514 2:2 14, Nallon 5:14 34 2

Harrington 3

n 36 00 6, Andr
st3-40-16, Smith 0:30- oo mie 34000,
Totals 3678 1115
Minnesota 19 27 24 29-99
New Orleans 16 21 23 3494
qThree-point Goals._Minnesota 16 (Grif.
in 3-4, Hoiberg 2-3, Szczerbiak 1-2, Garnett
8 sl o2 Hudson 0-2, Cassell o).
New_ Orleans
e LS. Remstrong 4. smith -0 Fouted
out-None, Rebounds—Minnesota 42 (Gar-
nett 12), New Orleans 44 (Bro As-
siste—| anesota 25 Camett, cassen o

e, i
cals—Minnesota Defensive Three Second.
AZ5032 (17200,

Gi s 100, Warriors 87

MEMPHLS — Swift 617 8:10 20, Battir 2.4
005, Wrigf 8, Wells 59 5-8 17, Will-
T 316°0%0 7 Witler 3657 53, Toaahidts
221-2 5, Watson 26 2-2 7, Jones 3-4 3-39,
Cardlna\ 17755, Totals 3073 35-42 100
GOLDEN STATE — Murphy 11-153-4 27, Dun:
\eavy 15123 Robinson 16022 Hichard-
n 5-15 3-5 13, Claxton Cheaney

325 Davis 0 600, Fiher 2555 34,51
strus 14245 Sesay 2-4 014, Najera 250-0

4,Foyle 13 0-0 2. Totals 32-80 20-31
temphis 42 32 zl-m
Golden State 2022 24 21- 87

Three Point Goals—Memphis 7:17 (Wells
2:3, Miller 2-4, Battier 1-2, Wats

cals—Memphis_Defensive ‘Three Second.

al
A—16,164 (19,5%).
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[ College foothall scorehoard

AP Top 25 fared

he top 25 teams in The
ollege fatoall pol lared st
uthern did not play.

B satond Ay,
 Auburn (11-0) beat Alsbama 21.13.
5 Tennessee, SEC champion”

“Oklahoma (11-0) beat Bavior 350,

. TBD, Big 12 championship, Dec, 4.

.4 4 California (8-1) beat Stanford 416.
ext: v

No. $Utah (11:0) beat BYU 52-21. Next: vs.

8
No,6 Texas (9-1) did not play. Next: vs. No.
22 T6xas Al Friday,
No. 7 Michigan (8:2) lost to Ohio State
37-21. Next: vs, TBA,
No.'8 Lotisville (81) beat Houston 65-27.
Next: s, Cinc s Satiany
isconsin (9-2) lost fo No. 17 lowa.
xt:
Florida State (8-3) lost to Florida
iext: s. TBA.
Ceorsja (8- -2) did not play. Next: s,
Ve

How 4
e

Tech, Satu

§ Soise S(a%e (10 beat Louisiana
14, Next: at Nevada, Saturday.
4 L50 (82) beat Vississipp! 27-24.

Arkansas, Fr
st Vanderbit

eat Maryland
. Next va. No. 18 Virginia, Nov. 27
i wa (5.3) Deat No- 5 Wisconsin

Virginia (6:2) beat Georgia Tech
/2. Tech, Saturday.

Eoslon toHege (8(27 Beat Temple

use,

G ot play.

W UTai 62 did not pay.
Pmshurvin Thirsday.

Texas AZM (7-3) did not play. Next:
Texs Friday,

‘Gk{atioma Siate (7-3) did not play.
Texas Tech, Saturday,

UTEP (52) beat SMU 57-27. Next: at

£50uTig areen 2) cid not play.
“Toledo, Tuesday.

Saturday
No. 2 Oklahoma 35, Baylor 0

Oklahoma 17413
Baylor stouartar® * *
Qy-Clayton SHE white icarto
Kick), 10;
Second Quarter
ou—wison 10°pa8s Fom White (Hartley
Kick), 21.

rd
QUi Peterscnlruné %
SU=Peterson 1 fon tHartey ek

.
QU_peterson o (Jariey kic, 1129,

~32,182.

ou_ Baylor
First downs 29 11
Rushes-yards 47307 3126

? homa, White 19- 20194
oty 4,705 Baior barke 14-22:0.1

— klnhoma s

B 35 W 5, Finey 231

219, Jonés 1 10, Choige 17, "ol

5:80, Evans 2-19,

e e G iom

T3 13 S e T .

No. 2 Auburn 21, Alabama 13

Auburn 0 014 7-21
Alabama 330 7-13
arter
Ala—FG Bostick 5, §

0.
Second Quarter

Ala—FG Bostick 22, 9:
5mn?Vau jin kick), 12:19
s iy 32 pass from  Campbell
(Vaughn kick), :

aurth Quarter
Aub—Brown 2 run (Vaughi Kicl, 11:31

Ala—Hall 18 pass from Pennington (Bo-
stick clo, 1:26
—83818.
A Al
First downs 18
Rushes-yards afé b
24 " 2%

18241 17301
a3 104

‘Auburr
i mrie)
bama, Johs.8:24, Darby
445 Smih s, Profhzo -
iburn,

r 489, Wall

3 BB S 05 Atomadtiod 263

Qboimanu 236, baniels 217, Wiiams 13
labama, Caddell 4-76, "prothre 4-42. Hal

BP9 Tons T30 RniGht 118,

Darby 15, McCiain 11

No. 4 California 41, Stanford 6
Stanford
California Qu
Cal—Jordan 29 pass
(schnewder k\ck)
Sch

ineider 42, 2:34.
el 2

o schnoursguatte
Sel-Lyneh SS&In](SchnE\der Kick), 3:22.

urth Quarter
L Gal=Arington”9 run (Schneider kick),
((GalToler 20 pass from Lynch (Schneider
ick),
Cal-Robertson 5 run (Schneider kick), 3:

303 0-6
10 010 21-41
from  Rodgers

A-T281.

sta cal

First dow 10 23

Rushes yards 3024 51307

56 167

Comp-Att-Int 9281 14170

Return Yards % 10

o 9420 4238

Fimbios Fost a1 1

Penalties-Yards 4126 12:102

Time of Possession 415 3545
DIVIDUAL STATISTICS

Tolon 1042, Jones

trar
30185, tynch

15,
cal, Amr:?ston
2 Mahdérino

ing:
?IZZ okeui‘z 13, Rob

1, Rodgers 70, téam 2-(mi
antord, Ostrander
Cal, Rodgers 1114
o z 03 Dnch
e Stan ford, Bradlordz 51, Mecul-
m ol Ehmmarilo 2-3L. Smith 1-30, Hor
e A 547 Jordan

%B Moo
Lysnch 13, Emss
No. 5 Utah 52, BYU 21

BYU ou T on

Utah 1417 14-52
Utan—savoy 2 i (8%770\\ kick), :52.

a(kms 5 pass from Beck (Payne

237, Gray 124, Toler 130,

By

Kick), 1
2 ohnson 5 run (Carrol kick), 2.

rown 6 run ’sPayne Kick), 5:40;

Utah—Smith 2 run (Carroll kick), 1:15.

Utah—F6 Carroll 5,
Nagal T — (carroll

ollie 16 pass from Beck (Payne
Savoy 92 run (Carroll kick), 5:59.
Utah-savoy 20 pass from Smith (Carrol

kick), 10:34
Yt Fafita drun (Caroll Kick), 1:03

First downs
Rushes-yards

ing—BYU. Brown 1
T . utah, Gantn
TEE e on Fte.
125 Warren 016 Pl o
Pas: . Beck *17:32-0213, Collie
o btah, Smith 16-24-2-184,Ganter

X -95, Savoy 5-47,
1-15, Johnson 1
Oh o St. 37, No. 1 M higan 21
00 7-21
7 1314 3-37
First?ua
kck) —Gonzalez 68 from TSm\lh (Nugent
ik,
ich—Avant 4 pass from Henne (Rivas.

gk 1o
Mich—Halrt 1 run (Rivas kick), 6:03.

Second Quarter
QST smith 71 (Yugent kck), 1316
€ Nuigent 21, 216,

03U
OSU—FGNusentiL 0.
Qsu~Ginn 82 punt Se Ovugent Kick),

“OSU—Holmes 12 pass from T.Smith (Nu-
gent kick), 1:53, rer
arter

u
Michdwards QT Henne Givas
ic

QU e Nuger\N&? 15.

UM osy
First downs

Rushes-yards 271 47205
Passin

Comp-Att-Int
feturn Vards

ost
Per\a\tv Y rds.
Time of Possesslcm 34:
INDIVIDUAI. STATIS‘ICS

gan, Hart 1851 greaston
2 St ey
©Ohio SL TSmwm lB 145, me )l 5 R S5 4-1,
Pittman 7-4, D.Johnson 1-1, team 1-(minus

DpMHall 2 Emmusz)
; Michigan, Hemne 27-54:2328.
ohjost. it 250281,

Re qan, 1172,
A Eckes A3 BreSSton 117, Gonza:
\es b5 21, Hart 13a, Massaﬂum 1:9. Ohio St.,

inn Jr. ST Ho alez 277,
by 130, 0% 15 DJomnson T

No. 8 Louisville 65, Houston 27
27

Louisvile
Hou

t Quar
LouMcCauley 51 pos o LeFors (car-
mody ek 11:22
tes 3run (Carmod%
vans 1 run (Boll kick), T
'3 ass o LoFors (car-
mody K, 351

Second Quarter
Hou—F6 gell 35, 12:05.
k), 1

Tinch 74 pass from Brohm (Carmody

Holi—FG Bell 37, 0:00,
‘Third Quarter
| Hou—Gilbert 15 pass from Kolb (Bell kick).
Loti—shelton § un (Carmody kick,
irth Quar
Hou—Marshal "6 pase: from Kolb (aen
Kicky, 14:12,
Lou—Shelton 1 run (Carmody kick), 11:5
Lou—Safety, ball snapped out of end Zone,

Lou-Barnidge 9 pass from Lefors (Car-

mody kick)

helton 3 run (Carmody Kick), 737.

LB TaSlors o Simogy ok 17,
Tou " Hou

First downs 2 2
Rushes-yards 42287 3571
p: 24 375
Comp-Att-Int 221 9441
Return Yards 2

Punts: Av? 240 343
Fumbles-Lost 10 00
Penalties-Yards R g
AL
_INDIVIDUAL

Rushing Loulsvile, Shejion 157, Smith
g4 Bush ST, Lefors 416 Cates 18
Brofim 26, .1 %o 7 16, Bradsfiav,
ton, Evan: H.Tayior 1.8, Gilbert
Foaneis Lo Narshal Tious By Kol
S-{minds 8t "

m
isy q

y 2.3, Tjones

xzs T R R
uston, Marshall 152, Gllbert 75, Cucti
onnb "S31, McDaniel -5, Taylor 25,
iy 1 17, Bassler 1-15, Hairston 19, Hop:

No. 17 lowa 30,

No. 9 Wisconsit
Wisconsin 0 'I 0 0-7
Towa st guarer” 110 650
—Solomon 6 pass lmm Tate (Schli-
cher kick), 4:

Wis smleyomn rofenkino, 1
— n 51 pass o ate (schii

a5 Sehlicher. 137,

lowa—FG 21 Schilches, 10:55.
lowa-£G 34 Schiicher,650.

First downs

ey T st
150 M T3 Smmons 13-4 Brojmice
410, Busch 3:5, Team 1-0, Tate 7-(minus 22).

assingWisconsin, ‘Stocco 1
DcEauchc 01 50 owa Tate 14243 m
e e ¥ Star\le 20, Berntiein 337
Charles 2-18. low: smnmun 5100, Hinkel
S35, Chandicr 3-37. Melloy 1-

Florida 20, No. 10 Florida St. 13

Flori
Florida st.
irst Quarter

Fla—gJackson' 13 paes Hom Leak (Leach

Kick), 7:56.
nd Quarter

Fla—FG Leach 36, 01

FSU=FG Clsmgsiado, 17,

Fla—FG Leach 31 1AL o

ESU=Stovall 27 pass from Rix (Beitia kick),

“Flar-Fason 8 run (Leach Kick, 459.
FSU_FG Beitia 52, 3:
84,223,

73010-20
33088

A=

Fa sy

First downs 2 1o

40140 2431

237 “3la

20401 23492

1876

845 843

31 00

13401 1084

Time of Possession 3048 2912

INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS

wshing—Florida, Fason 24-103, Thornton

8:46, Dickey 12, team 2:0, e o
Florida St, Booker 5.2

S Washngion 11, sex:
ton 1:4, Coleman 24 h\x -

minus 10),
231, bickey
g

g - Flori 562, Fason

P o g 3 5 Caseg 230
Thonton 3., Lat tsko 1-8. Florida St, Stovall
-42, Hensh:

No. 12 Miami 52, W. Forest 7

Wake Forest 070 0-7
21 714 10-52

First Quarter

Miaz parrish 39 pass from Berlin (Peattie

(M35 Moss 18 pass from Berln (Peattie
Mia—Gore 1 run (Peattie ick), 633.
rter
Via=Leggett S passom Gerlin (Peattie
Kick), 7:56,
ke Barclay 14 run (Plackemeier kick),

MiaRjones 0 BIoGEe punt return (peat-
tie kick), 13:23.

Mia—Mdore 10 pass from Berlin (Peattie
Kick), 8:50.
rth Quarter
Mz Johnson}run (Peaitie kick), :50.
Wake  Mia
First downs u 2
Rushes-yards 43157 39158
Passing
Comp-Att.Int 5120, 19-21:0
Return Yards s
Punts:Avg, 831 254
21 10
2 1

Penames Vatds
Time of Possession

bivibuaL stamisfics”
Jforest, Barclay 185
Vauk n 727, Randolph
Bircs 21, Miami.
Hhodn 15195 Oldhndon M
C!udupZIZP h 2.8 Be hnz(mmuslA
Passing—Wake Forest, Rando olp
MaGK 10,5, Miami, Beriin’ 13-15-0-36L,
Crudup &
Recelving. Wake Forest, Anderson 2
Ravis {12 Warign 112 Baiclay 13 Migmi
parish, s'dl, S Mos:

e
e b orkin:
Y858 ok 110, Humpnreyl 15 J0la 111

No. 13 Boise St. 55,
Louisiana Tech 14

Louisiana Tech 014 0 0-14

Boise State. 10717 2155
First Quarter

5, 85U—Helmandollar 1 run (Tones Kick),

"BSU—FGT. Jopes 20,00,

econd Quarte
LTU=Kubik 4 Tun (Horwedel
LU Moats 18 adrom Kuti Qiowedel
ick),
. B80=Helmandollar 1 run (Tlones Kick),

uarter

BU—FG TJondt 55 ‘32,
BSU—Helmandolar 4 rin (T.Jones kick),

216,
S5u—Helmandollar 12 run (T.Jones Kick),

Bsu—Marks 159 (oGS ick), 18:47
BSU—( I‘ en(er 31 pass from Zabransky
(T mnes klck). 11:53.
—Helmandollar 3 run (T.Jones kick),

BSY
First downs bt
Rushes-yards 3156 55278
passing 13 51

p-Att 16342 22359
eturn Yards BT
PUNtS-AV 739 253
Fumbles-Lost 1 32
penalties-Vard: 330
Time of Possession 35 3325

S NDIVIDUAL STAT]

Rusting-La Tech, Moate 150 Kupik 857
Allen 3-29 Frankiin'3-10; Boi glman
dolar 10-31, Marks 1589, 0 Jones 4.3, D
fon 326, Cérter 625, Bady - 26 Carpenter
£33 Tay 14, Sanford 10, Zabransky
Trinus 18).

Passing, La Tech, Kubik 1420.2.120, Allen
25018 bolse St Zahransky 20-30°0-317,

No. 14 LSU 217, M|ss|ss|pp| 24

Mississippi 313 8 0-24
isU 1433 7-21

First Quarter
LsU—Broussard 1 run (Gaudet kick), 11:35
Miss—FG Nichols 49, 7:50

LSU=Broussard | run (Gaudet kick, :00

ond
Miss—| FoNichoTes? 1530
ss-tane 4 run (Nichols kick), 7:10
1835 FE
[
i r
Miss—McBride 48 interception return
i

LSU—FG Jackson 42, :04

Fourth Quarter
LSU—Broussard 7 run (Gaudet kick), 10:51
AZ91413. )

) Miss  Lsy
First downs B0
Rushes-yards 33156 52:360
sing % 8
Comp-Att-int 10262 8241
Return Yards 6 40
punis v, 643 443
Fumbles-Lost 10 00
Penalties-Yards 647 1076
Time of Poseseion srz|5:37 423

Rushin SSippi. Fearson 5.6, Lan
183, nggewax B i 35, ]acobs
-1 Flatt 2-(minus 13). LSU,

BrBusoAr Sa a0 Addal 14-107, Randal £14.
Vincent 3(3 Hes&er 13, team’ 2-(minus 2);

ers 321, Razzano if
9. LSt Dayis 2- % hida
/@ 1'13, Doucet 1-7, Green 1-{rinus 7).

No. 15 Tennessee 38,
Vanderbilt 33
141410
S 1o l! 33
run?w m k\ckblz :55.

739,
kick

Tennessee
Vanderbilt

\—Houston 6.
Ten-Houston fan LWl\hml Kic|
Van—White from Cutler
failed), 2:13.

Ten— HouslonSmn$ o kick, 1225,
TenSwain 21 pass from Clausen (Wilhoit

Kick),
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The Associated Press

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — This
one was for The Zooker.

Chris Leak threw a touchdown,
Ciatrick Fason ran for a score and
Florida upset No. 10 Florida State
20-13 Saturday night to win in Tal-
lahassee for the first time since
1986.

It also gave fired coach Ron
Zook a vicmry in his final regu-
Jar-season gam

Condemed since the day he re-

placed Steve Spurrier, Zook final-
ly did something the ol’ ball coach
didn’t in his 12 glorious seasons
with the Gators — he won at Flori-
da State.

The players carried Zook off
the field, and the coach flashed a
big smile that had been missing
for much of his three seasons.

The Gators (7-4) ended any le-
gitimate chance the Seminoles
had of earning a third straight
Bowl Championship Series berth.
Florida State (8-3) still wuld fin-
ish tied for the Atlantic Coast Con-
ference title but Would llkely lose
all tiebreaker scenarios.

Florida also spoiled a special
night for longtime Seminoles
coach Bobby Bowden. Before the
game, the school named its play-
ing surface “Bobby Bowden
Field” and unveiled a 20-by-30
foot stained glass window featur-
ing Bowden’s likeness.

Spurrier — who was 0-5-1 in
six trips to Tallahassee — must
have loved the upset, too.

The Gators threw with relative
ease against Florida btate 's vaunt-
ed defense. inished
19-for-39 with an i

Rix also drove the Seminoles to
the 18-yard line in the waning sec-
onds, but his last pass was inter-
cepted by Jarvis Harris with 8
seconds to play.

Florida players then grabbed a
bucket of water and drenched
Zook. After he shook hands with
Bowden and did a few interviews,
the players raised him up and car-
ried him off.

Zook hasn’t said whether he’s
going to coach the bowl game.

Rix, who entered Saturday’s
game late in the third quarter,
drove the Seminoles into field
goal range on his first possession.

But Gary Cismesia missed a

replacing senior Xavier Beitia
midway through the season, also
missed from 39 yards out on the
first play of the fourth quarter.

Beitia got the call after the sec-
ond miss and nalled a career- high
52-yard fiel -
‘maining that
seven-point game.
No. 4 California 41, Stanford

In Berkeley, Calif., J.J. Ar-
rington ran for 169 yards to set
California’s  season _rushing
record, and the Golden Bears re-
corded their biggest victory in the
Big Game since 1930.

Freshman Marshawn Lynch
added 122 yards on just nine car-
ries, including a spectacular
55-yard jynch

made it a

Fason’s 8-yard touchdown run
with 4:59 remaining put the Ga-
tors ahead for good.

It was almost a redemption

story, though.
Embattled Florida State quar-
terback Chris Rix came off the
bench and threw a touchdown
pass with 8:30 to play that cut the
lead to 13-10.

He rolled right and heaved a
pass into the end zone that
Chauncey Stovall caught over
Vernell Brown.

also threw a TD pass as lhe Bears
racked up 474 total yards.

Aaron Rodgers passed for 120
yards and a score for the Bears
(9-1, 6-1 Pac-10), who kept their
Bowl Championship Series hopes
um' ing with their sixth straight

T C Ostrander passed for 148
yards for the Cardinal (4-7, 2-6),
who finished their third slralght
losing season under coach Buddy
Teevens with just 180 yards of
total offense.

Gators win in Tallahassee

No. 8 Louisville 65, Houston
27: In Houston, Stefan LeFors
threw for 317 yards and three
touchdowns, and Eric Shelton
rushed for three more score:

The Cardinals (8-1, 6-0 Confer-
ence USA) scored the final 30
points of the game — in a little
more than 10 minutes — to turn a
close game into a rout. Perhaps
trying to impress poll voters and
improve its Bowl Championship
Series standings grade, Louisville
added a final touchdown on Deri-
ontae Taylor's 6-yard run with
1:47 left.

Ranked 10th in this week’s BCS
standings, Louisville has only a
slim chance of getting an invite to
one of the four big-money bowls.
But as long as the Cardinals keep
winning, they can keep dreaming.
They have Cincinnati and Tulane
remaining on their schedule.

No. 14 LSU 27, Mississip|
24: Alley Broussard ran for a
school-record 250 yards with
three touchdowns for the host Ti-
gers.

Broussard broke the previous
mark of 246 yards that Kevin
Faulk set against Houston Sept. 7,
1996. Joseph Addai rushed for
107 yards on 14 carries for LSU.

No. 13 Boise State 55, Louisi
ana Tech 14: Jon Helmandollar
rushed for a school-record five
touchdowns and Boise State
clinched at least a share of its
third straight Weslem Athletic
Conference title at hom

Boise State (10-0, 7- 0) extended
the nation’s longest winning
streak to 21 games and tied
BYU’s record for the most consec-
utive conference wins at 25. The
Broncos’ last WAC loss was Nov.
3,2001, a 48-42 setback at Louis
ana Tech.

No. 24 Texas-El Paso 5
SMU 27: Jordan Palmer threw
for 339 yards and five touch-
downs and host Texas-El Paso
clinched a bowl berth in coach
Mike Price’s first season running
the formerly downtrodden pro-
gram.

BY JOHN MARSHALL
The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— With nothing left to play for,
Air Force put together its first
complete game of the season.

Shaun Carney threw for 203
yards and two touchdowns, and
Air Force scored four touch-
downs in the second half to turn a
close game into a 47-17 rout Satur-
day over Colorado State in the sea-
son finale for both teams.

“I told them that we ain’t going
nowhere and this game we don’t
have to worry about what if we
don’t do this and what if we don’t
do that, so let’s just go out and
play the game,” Air Force coach
Fisher DeBerry said. “Our play-
ers really approached the game
like that and went out and had fun
like they were at the grammar
school.”

It was a stark contrast to the
week before.

Needing to win against San
Diego State to keep its streak of
winning seasons alive, Air Force
was tentative and tight, turning
the ball over six times and allow-
ing a blocked punt for the fourth
time in three home games.

The pressure off in the season
finale, the Falcons played as well
on both sides of the ball as they
had all season.

Anthony Butler and Adam Cole
ran for two touchdowns apiece,
and Air Force (5-6, 3-4 Mountain
West) scored on seven of its first
eight possessions to end a
three-game losing streak to Colo-
rado State. The Falcons also had a
season-high 576 total yards and
held the Rams scoreless in the
second half.

The resounding victory against
their instate rivals had to feel
good to the Falcons after a disap-
pointing season. Air Force fin-
ished with a losing record for the
first time since 1993 and just the
third time under DeBerry.

Air Force overwhelms Colorado St.

“Being the last game, it's kind
of a bittersweet thing,” said se-
nior Dan Shaffer, who keyed Air
Force’s option with 52 hard yards
from the fullback spot. “You al-
ways want to go out on top and I
was really glad for me and my
teammates that we were able to
do that.”

Colorado State (4-7, 2-5) had a
big first half offensively, but
couldn’t keep it going in the sec-
ond to close out its worst season
since going 3-8 in 1991. The Rams
had just 30 yards in the third quar-
ter and were horrible defensively
— again — giving up 373 yards
rushing.

“Bottom line, we had to stop
them and we didn’t do that,” Colo-
rado State coach Sonny Lubick
said.

After a surprisingly high-scor-
ing first half in frigid conditions,
Air Force pulled off another sur-
prise by pulling away in the third
quarter instead of wilting.
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Wisconsin
can’t smell
the roses

BY JEFF POTRYKUS
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

IOWA CITY, Iowa — In their
minds, they could see Pasadena
as they took the field Saturday af-
ternoon at Kinnick Stadium.

They could smell the roses.

University of Wisconsin coach
Barry Alvarez had informed his
players that Ohio State had just
finished off first-place Michigan,
setting the stage for the Badgers
to steal a share of the Big Ten Con-
ference title and return to the
Rose Bowl.

All they needed was a victory
over lowa.

Instead of blossoming, the
ninth-ranked Badgers wilted, like
a beautiful rose that succumbs to
the first hard frost.

The hard reality for Wisconsin
was this: Led by a remarkable de-
fense and an opportunistic of-
fense, the 17th-ranked Hawkeyes
manhandled the Badgers in every
facet imaginable, 30-7, to take the
share of the Big Ten title the Bad-
gers so desperately wanted.

“There’s really nothing that T
can say,” junior wide receiver
Brandon Williams said. “We lost
the game. We lost the Rose Bowl.
We lost the co-champs. A lot of
stuff we lost today.”

Although several bowl bids
won'’t be finalized until Tuesday,
Wisconsin (9-2, 6-2 Big Ten) like-
ly is bound for the Outback Bowl
onJan. 1in Tampa, Fla., thanks to
its third-place finish.

The Badgers should face a qual-
ity opponent from the Southeast-
ern Conference. Yet from now
until Jan. 1 they'll probably re-
flect how they threw away a Big
Ten title and a trip to Pasadena
with consecutive losses to Michi-
gan State and Towa.

Meanwhile, Michigan (9-2, 7-1)
is set to play in the Rose Bowl.

Towa (9-2, 7-1), which lost to
Michigan earlier this season,
should receive a bid to the Capital
One Bowl on Jan. 1 in Orlando, Fla.

“A nine-win season is a pretty
good year,” Alvarez said. “We
were sitting there with other op-
portunities, so it's depressing you
don't take advantage of those.

AP

Wisconsin's Booker Stanley and
the rest of Badgers were upended
Saturday by lowa in their pursuit
of a Rose Bowlbid.

Utah head coach Urban Meyer is litted up by fans after defeating BYU 52-21 Saturday in Salt Lake City.

Utah major howl buster

Non-BCS team likely to get invite to Fiesta

“We didn’t let the BCS dictate

BY CHRIS DUFRESNE
Los Angeles Times

SALT LAKE CITY — The day
started with snowflakes dropping
from the sky and ended with fly-
ing tortillas.

Only Utah could have made
that happen.

Six years after the Bowl Cham-
pionship Series was created, No.
5 Utah almost certainly became
the first team from a non-BCS
conference to earn a major-bowl
bid Saturday night when it defeat-
ed Brigham Young, 52-21, before
a crowd of 45,326 at Rlce Eccles
Stadium.

Utah improved to 11-0 with the
historic victory and is likely head-
ed to Jan. 1 Fiesta Bowl against
an opponent yet to be deter-
mined.

“We are gonna get our shot to
g0 to the BCS and play with the
big boys,” Utah quarterback Alex
Smith said.

Never mind that small details
still have to be worked out and
that the behind-the-scenes action
Saturday night was almost as
good as Utah’s high-powered of-
fense — especially when you
tossed in the prospect of Utah
Coach Urban Meyer possibly leav-
ing the school to coach at Florida.

“We’re going to talk about the
University of Utah tonight,”
Meyer said.

There was never much doubt
Utah would take care of on-field
business against BYU (5-6), al-
though it was only a 21-14 game
at halftime.

The Utes, though, sealed their
BCS coronation with a 31-point
second-half outburst.

how we played,” senior safety
Morgan Scalley said. “We did a
good job llvmg in a cave the last
11 weeks.”

As the game drew to a close
and fans started to surround the
field with chants of “BCS! BCS!”

A best-case scenario for the Lib-
erty Bowl would be for Western
Athletic Conference champion
Boise State to finish unbeaten and
replace Utah in an attractive
matchup against No. 8 Louisville.

This would require the WAC's
releasing Boise State and being fi-
nancially

power brokers in
bowl jackets prowled in the back-
ground to settle the legal issues
that could have crushed Utah’s
BCS dreams.

As Mountain West Conference
champion, Utah is contractually
bound to play in the Liberty Bowl.

e BCS, however, had inde-
pendently crafted bylaws in
which a non-BCS team would
earn an automatic bid to a major
bowl if it finished No. 6 or better
in the BCS standings.

Up until game time, Liberty
Bowl Executive Director Steve
Ehrhart would not say whether
he was going to release Utah to

CS.

Afterward, though, Ehrhart ca-
pitulated and said he could not
deny Utah its historic chance at a
$14-million BCS game.

In reality, given the frenzy,
there was no way Ehrhart could
have marched to the field and
pointed to the fine print of his Lib-
erty Bowl contract with the Moun-
tain West Conference.

In a postgame news conference,
Ehrhart announced he was free-
ing Utah play in a BCS game even
though he wasn'’t thrilled to do it.

“Believe me, it was close,”
Ehrhart said of his decision.

Mountain West Commissioner
Craig Thompson said, “An agree-
ment is in place, I don’t want to
get into the particulars.”

Thompson said the Mountain
West’s deal with the Liberty Bowl
had nothmg to do with Boise
Stat

Nothmg in the BCS will be offi-
cial until all games are played
and the final BCS standings are
released on Dec. 5.

The Utes started the day at No.
6 in the BCS and basically be-
came a lock to stay there after No.
7 Michigan, the only team with a
chance of knocking Utah out, lost
to Ohio State.

If California beats Southern
Mississippi on Dec. 4, Iden
Bears probably will clinch the
other BCS at-large berth and play
in the Rose Bowl while Utah is
likely bound for Tempe, Ariz. —
although the Sugar Bowl could
take Utah in certain scenarios.

Fiesta Bowl officials have been
scouting Utah all season knowing
there was a chance the Utes
would drop into their game.

her teams have
made runs at the BCS in the last
six years but fallen short — which
prompted protests from non-BCS
conferences and the threat of liti-
gation. Tulane finished undefeat-
ed in 1998 but finished only 10th
in the BCS standings. Marshall
finished 12th in 1999.

John Junker, the Fiesta Bowl's
executive director, said Utah was
“the most crednble team to come
out of that group.”

No. 2 Tigers
turn Tide in
second half

BY JOHN ZENOR
The Associated Press

TUSCALOOSA, Ala. — Jason
Campbell looked every bit the He-
isman Trophy contender and No.
2 Auburn certainly played like a
national championship contender
— at least in the second half.

The Tigers’ 21-13 victory over
Alabama (6-5, 3-5) wound up as a
survival contest instead of a
hoped-for statement game, and
left coach Tommy Tuberville lob-
bying for his team.

“This is the Iron Bowl and
that’s what it should be like,” Tu-
berville said. “People will say,
“They struggled,” and most people
who vote haven’t been at this
game before.”

Still, the question is will an im-
pressive final 30 minutes be
enough to cancel out a 6-0 half-
time deficit and lackluster start in
the minds of poll voters. The Ti-
gers (11-0, 8-0 Southeastern Con-
ference) were tied for No. 2 with
Oklahoma in the AP Top 25, but
third in the Bowl Championship
Series standings behind sec-
ond-place Oklahoma, which beat
Baylor 35-0, and No. 1 Southern
California.

Again, Tuberville had strong
opinions on the matter: “We
ahould be top one — but we'd take
two.”

Instead of touting their domi-
nance, the Auburn players point-
ed to their resilience — some-
thing they haven’t needed much
of this season.

“When we were down, no one
panicked or pointed fingers,” said
tailback Carnell Williams, whose
44th touchdown run broke Bo
Jackson’s school record.

“We weren’t concerned,” said
Campbell, who passed for most of
his 224 yards after halftime and
finished 18-for-24.

He then celebrated by waving
an Auburn flag in front of the visit-
ing fans section while several
teammates stomped on a home-
made Alabama banner. But their
dream destination, the Orange
Bowl, loomed over the celebra-
tion, with fans tossing about a
dozen oranges onto the field.

Auburn running back Carnell
iams (24) helped the Tigers
run past Alabama to finish the
regular season undefeated.
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Ravens Boller over Dallas in 2nd half

BY DAVID GINSBURG
The Associated Press

BALTIMORE — Undaunted by
a first half in which the Baltimore
Ravens failed to score against the
struggling Dallas Cowboys, Kyle
Boller spoke confidently to his of-
fense about staging a comeback.

Then he went out and made it
happen.

Showing the poise and leader-
ship of a rapidly maturing quar-
terback, Boller threw two touch-
down passes in the third quarter,
and the Ravens rolled to a 30-10
victory Sunday.

“We kind of got stalled in the
first half, but that's the beauty of
afour-quarter game,” said Boller,
who fashioned the comeback with-
out injured running back Jamal
Lewis. “I just rallied the guys and
told them we still got two quar-
ters, so let’s go out and score 21

With help from Baltimore’s op-
portunistic defense, the Ravens
(7-3) used a 30-point second half
to pull away to their third straight
win. After being criticized earlier
in the season for his erratic play,
Boller went 23-for-34 for 232
yards in his third straight game
without an interception.

Another young quarterback
also played a part in the game.
Dallas rookie Drew Henson was
inserted in place of an injured
Vinny Testaverde in the fourth

Baltimore Ravens running back Chester Taylor, right, dives over the
goalline for a touchdown during Sunday’s fourth quarter.

against the Chicago Bears, saying
he wanted to see the severity of
Testaverde’s injured right shoul-
der before making a decision.

Henson would love the chance.

“We'll see how Vinny feels, if
he can come back. If not I'll be
prepared,” he said. “As bad as
today was, I was able to take
something away and have some-
thing to build towards Thursday
if need be.”

Lewis, the defending NFL rush-
ing champion, left in the first
quarter with an ankle injury after
gaining 5 yards on two carries.

Lewis roamed the sideline in
uniform during the second half,
but the Ravens evidently didn’t
want to risk further injury to his
tender left ankle.

He wasn’t needed, because Bol-
ler and the Baltimore defense
were too much for Dallas.

Trailing 3-0, Baltimore finally
scored on its second drive of the
third quarter. Boller went 6-for-7
on a 78-yard drive that included
three passes to tight end Darnell
Dinkins — two for first downs
and a 17-yard touchdown.

Ed Reed intercepted a pass by
Testaverde on the next play from
scrimmage, and the Ravens went
up 14-3 when Boller completed a
63-yard drive with a 31-yard TD
pass to Kevin Johnson.

Testaverde went 9-for-22 for
109 yards and two interceptions.

quarter. Henson’s first NFL play
over center resulted in a fumble
that Baltimore converted into a
touchdown.

“but I liked to choke when I saw
him on the first play.
“Those are the kinds of things
you don’t want to happen.”
Henson rebounded to lead the

drive in the waning minutes and
finished 6-for-6 for 47 yards, in-
cluding a 1-yard TD pass to Jeff
Robinson with 40 seconds left.
But Parcells would not speculate

Henson came in and promptly
lost his grip on the ball while
being chased by Marques Dou-

Pittsburgh quarterback Ben
Roethlisberger (7) is sacked by
Cincinnati Bengals linebacker

Kevin Hardy, one of
seven sacks Sunday.

Steelers
win eighth
straight

BY JOE KAy
The Associated Press

CINCINNATI — Jerome Bettis
and Pittsburgh’s defense made
quite a posse.

Bettis ran for 129 yards and the
Steelers’ blitzing defense created
havoc Sunday, setting up a 19-14
victory over the Cincinnati Ben-
gals that kept the NFL’s longest
wmnmg streak growlng

cinnati's

glas. red at the
Dallas 1, and Chester Taylor

“It felt good to see him go in,”
Cowboys owner Jerry Jones said,

Cowboys (3-7) on a touchdown

who  would

start Thursday

scored from there to make it 30-3.

Martin ties record, helps Jets grind out win over Browns

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — Curtis Martin’s injured
knee wouldn’t let him play. His heart wouldn’t
let him quit.

Knowing he was too hurt to be effective,
Martin still wanted to be in the huddle as the
Jets attempted to rally in the fourth quarter.

So he went to New York
coach Herman Edwards
and asked a favor.

“I said, Just let me go in
there, let me look the offen-
sive linemen in the eye
and see if we can't get this
thing going,” Martin

said.

One week after mismanaging the game
clock, the Jets beat it as Quincy Carter threw
an 11-yard touchdown pass to Justin McCa-
reins with 5:32 remaining to give New York
(7-3) an ugly 10-7 win over the Cleveland
Browns on Sunday.

Sacked six times and under pressure all af-
ternoon, Carter completed a crucial
third-and-11 pass to McCareins, who
stretched out to pick up the first down at
Cleveland’s 24. After a 13-yard pass to San-
tana Moss, Carter again hit McCareins, who
stepped out of cornerback Michael Lehan’s
tackle and scored.

Martin rushed for 88 yards on 17 carries. In
the first quarter, he went over 1,000 this sea-
son, joining Hall of Famer Barry Sanders as
the only players in NFL history to begin their
careers with 10 straight 1,000-yard seasons.

Bills 37, Rams 17: Drew Bledsoe an-
swered his critics by hitting tight end Mark
Campbell for three touchdowns, and Nate
Clements returned a punt 86 yards for a score
at home.

It was a dominating effort by a Buffalo team

(4-6) that has won four straight at home, but
was coming off its worst outing of the season,
229-6 loss at New England.

Bledsoe answered those calling for rookie
J.P. Losman to take over as starter, going
15-0f-24 for 185 yards. His only blemish was
an interception off Lee Evans’ hand in the
first quarter.

Vikings 22, Lions 19: In Minneapolis,
Daunte Culpepper guided the Vikings on an-
other second-half comeback, and this time the
defense was good enough to make the rally
count.

The Vikings, ending a three-game losing
streak, shut out Detroit in the second half and
overcame a 12-point deficit in the fourth quar-
ter to beat the sliding Lions.

Culpepper completed 22 of 32 passes for
233 yards, two touchdowns and an intercep-
tion for Minnesota (6-4), which hounded Joey
Harrington in the second half.

Titans 18, Jaguars 15: In Jacksonville,
Steve McNair returned to the lineup for the
first time in a month, throwing a touchdown
pass and directing two other scoring drives.

McNair finished 18-0f-30 for 209 yards de-
spite showing signs of rust. The reigning
league co-MVP bruised his chest Sept. 26
against Jacksonville and aggravated the inju-
ry a month later against Minnesota.

He led a 59-yard touchdown drive in 37 sec-
onds that put the Titans (4-6) ahead 16-15, and
then ran for the 2-point conversion.

Broncos 34, Saints 13: In New Orleans,
Reuben Droughns ran for 166 yards and a
score, Jake Plummer threw for 224 yards and
the Broncos stayed atop the AFC West.

The Broncos (7-3) have gone 12-12 to close
out the last three seasons, but looked strong
coming off their bye week. Denver had 389
yards in offense and held the Saints to one

touchdown.

New Orleans (4-6) has dropped five of its
last seven games, mainly because of a defense
that is allowing almost 30 points a game.

Colts 41, Bears 10: In Chicago, Edgerrin
James punished the Bears’ defense with 204
yards on 23 carries, and Peyton Manning
threw four more touchdown passes.

The Colts (7-3) feasted on five Chicago turn-
overs, four by shaky rookie quarterback Craig
Krenzel, who lost two fumbles and threw two

as the Bears’ three-game win-
ning streak ended with a thud.

James, whose career best is 219 yards set in
2000 against Seattle, scored on an 11-yard TD
run with 42 seconds to go in the third quarter
to make it 41-3. He sat out the final quarter, as
did Manning, who now has 35 TD passes, 13
shy of Dan Marino’s NFL record set in 1984.

Buccaneers 35, 49ers 3: In Tampa, Joe Ju-
revicius scored his first touchdowns since last
year’s season opener, getting into the end
Zone twice on passes from Brian Griese.

The victory was the fourth in six games
after an 0-4 start for Tampa Bay (4-6). The
49ers (1-9) have lost five straight and were
held to just 197 yards offense, with Tim Rat-
tay being sacked five times and turning the
ball over twice.

Panthers 35, Cardinals 10: In Charlotte,
Nick Goings ran for 121 yards and three
first-half scores and the Panthers jumped out
to a 28-point halftime lead.

Muhsin Muhammad added two TD catches,
the first with just 2 seconds left before half-
time, for the Panthers (3-7) — who won their
first home game of the season.

Larry Fitzgerald had a touchdown catch for
the Cardinals (4-6), who couldn’t overcome a
first half of turnovers and penalties.

er played llke a rookle, S0 the
32-year-old running back and the
old-style defense bailed him out
in Pittsburgh’s eighth straight
win. The Steelers are 9-1 for the
first time since 1978, when they
won their third Super Bowl in five
years.

“Everybody expects us to be
flawless,” Bettis said.

“Sometimes you’re not going to
have your best game. That’s
when you have to find a way to

They took an old, familiar path:
run the ball and let the defense do
the rest, taking the pressure off
the kid quarterback.

This time around, Roethlisberg-
er looked much more like a green
rookie than black-and-gold leg-
end.

The Bengals (4-6) came at him
from all sides, had a season-high
seven sacks and forced him to
make poor decisions. Three
times, he scuttled scoring chanc-
es by lakmg sacks, grounding the
ball or fumbling.

“On a lot of the sacks, I take the
blame,” said Roethlisberger, who
was 15-of-21 for 138 yards, but
lost 54 yards on sacks. “I wasn’t
flustered, just disappointed in my
play. But it’s a sign of a good team
‘when you can win when you don’t
play well.”

With Duce Staley sidelined a
third straight game because of a
sore hamstring, Bettis came
through with his third straight tri-
ple-digit game. He repeatedly
bowled over tacklers during his
11th  100-yard performance
against the Bengals, and he
moved ahead of Tony Dorsett for
fifth place on the NFL’s career
rushing list.
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short-handed
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Artest suspended for season

NBA penalizes 9 players for brawl; Pacers’ Jackson out for 30 games

BY CHRIS SHERIDAN
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Ron Artest was suspend-
ed for the rest of the season Sunday as the
NBA came down hard on three members
of the Indiana Pacers for fighting with fans
when a melee broke out at the end of a
game against the Detroit Pistons.

Overall, nine players from the teams
were banned for 143 games, including
some of the harshest penalties the league
ever issued.

Artest is the first player to be suspended
for nearly an entire season for a fight dur-
ing a game.

Indiana’s Stephen Jackson was suspend-
ed for 30 games and Jermaine O’Neal for
25. Detroit’s Ben Wallace — whose shove
of Artest after a foul led to the S-minute fra-
cas — drew a six-game ban, while Pacers

rd Anthony
Johnson  got  five
games.

Four players were

suspended for a game
apiece: Indiana’s Reg-
gie Miller, and Detroit’s
Chauncey Billups,
Elden Campbell and
Derrick Coleman.

All of the suspen-

RonArtest  sions are without pay.

Artest, O'Neal and Jackson — who all
threw punches at fans in the stands or on
the court at the end of the nationally tele-
vised Pacers-Pistons game Friday night —
began serving their suspensions Saturday.
Indiana, limited to just six players because
of the suspensions and injuries, dropped
an 86-83 decision to Orlando.

“The actions of the players involved wild-

ly exceeded the professionalism and
self-control that should fairly be expected
from NBA players,” NBA commissioner
David Stern said in a statement, adding
that the league must not “allow our sport to
be debased by what seem to be declining
expectations.”

The NBA also has to “redefine the
bounds of acceptable conduct for fans at-
tending our games and resolve to perma-
nently exclude those who overstep those
bounds,” Stern said.

He added that security procedures in all
NBA arenas will be reviewed and rules
need to be added to prevent a repeat of
what happened at Auburn Hills, Mich., on
Friday.

The brawl was particularly violent, with
Artest and Jackson bolting into the stands
near center court and throwing punches at
fans after debris was tossed at the players.

Later, fans who came onto the court were
punched in the face by Artest and O’Neal.

Nine people were treated for injuries, and
police are investigating possible criminal
charges.

‘Wallace began the fracas by delivering a
hard, two-handed shove to Artest after Wal-
lace was fouled on a drive to the basket with
459 seconds remaining. After the fight
ended, the referees called off the rest of the
8

ame.

The initial skirmish wasn’t all that bad,
with Artest retreating to the scorer’s table
and lying atop it after Wallace sent him reel-
ing backward. But when a fan tossed a cup
at Artest, he stormed into the stands, throw-
ing punches as he climbed over seats.

Jackson joined Artest and threw punches
at fans, who punched back. At one point, a
chair was tossed into the fray.

Busch hangs on for Nextel Cup Championship

Kurt Busch waves a flag from his Ford as he takes a victory lap after winning the 2004 Nextel Cup

Sunday at the

Greg Biffle won the race. Busch finished fifth in the Ford 400 to clinch the title. See story on Page 25.

Woods earns
first title since
February with
win in Japan
Page 25

Confident Boller
leads Ravens
comeback against
Cowhoys;
Steelers extend
streak to eight
Page 31

No. 2 Auburn
overcomes
lackluster start
in Iron Bowl
Page 30
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